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Be More Like Moses
In this week’s parshah we meet 
Moses, the man who, despite his 
initial reluctance, following God’s 
instructions, confronts Pharaoh, 
and then leads the Children of Isra-
el out of Egypt, through the wilder-
ness, and to the Promised Land.  

Moses devoted his entire life 
to the service of God. He didn’t 
receive monetary compensation, 
free vacations, or other special 
rewards. He had to put up with a 
whole lot of grief from the Chil-
dren of Israel along the way, and 
he didn’t even get to enter the 
Promised Land.

Can you imagine anyone doing 
that today?

Today we have trouble getting 
most people to obey the mitzvot 
that God has asked us to follow. 
And we even have trouble getting 
people to spend a couple of hours 
on a Sabbath  morning to attend 
services.

Maybe we should all try being a 
little bit more like Moses.

Carnegie Shul Chatter
January 12, 2022

Shabbat Services
The Carnegie Shul continues to offer hybrid 
Shabbat services. Please join us in the sanctuary, 
providing you have been vaccinated for Covid 
19. Masks are optional. To attend virtually, 
watch for a Zoom link in your email. If you 
don’t receive it, contact Rosalyn Hoffman at 
rjlynman@yahoo.com. The complete Torah 
reading, in Hebrew and English, can be found 
on line at https://www.chabad.org/parshah/
torahreading_cdo/aid/2492603/jewish/
Shemot-Torah-Reading.htm

Light candles 4:57pmLight candles 4:57pm                        Shabbat Services 9:30amShabbat Services 9:30am



Shemot in a Nutshell
Exodus 1:1–6:1

From Chabad.org

The name of the Parshah, “Shemot,” means 
“Names” and it is found in Exodus 1:1 - 6:1.

The children of Israel multiply in Egypt. Threatened 
by their growing numbers, Pharaoh enslaves them 
and orders the Hebrew midwives, Shifrah and Puah, 
to kill all male babies at birth. When they do not 
comply, he commands his people to cast the Hebrew 
babies into the Nile.

A child is born to Yocheved, the daughter of Levi, 
and her husband, Amram, and placed in a basket 
on the river, while the baby’s sister, Miriam, stands 
watch from afar. Pharaoh’s daughter discovers the 
boy, raises him as her son, and names him Moses.

As a young man, Moses leaves the palace and 
discovers the hardship of his brethren. He sees an 
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, and kills the Egyptian. 
The next day he sees two Jews fighting; when he 
admonishes them, they reveal his deed of the previous day, and Moses is forced to flee to 
Midian. There he rescues Jethro’s daughters, marries one of them (Tzipporah), and becomes a 
shepherd of his father-in-law’s flocks.

G-d appears to Moses in a burning bush at the foot of Mount Sinai, and instructs him to go 
to Pharaoh and demand: “Let My people go, so that they may serve Me.” Moses’ brother, 
Aaron, is appointed to serve as his spokesman. In Egypt, Moses and Aaron assemble the elders 
of Israel to tell them that the time of their redemption has come. The people believe; but 
Pharaoh refuses to let them go, and even intensifies the suffering of Israel.

Moses returns to G-d to protest: “Why have You done evil to this people?” G-d promises that 
the redemption is close at hand.

Haftorah in a Nutshell
Isaiah 27:6–28:13; 29:22–23

This week’s haftorah parallels the week’s Torah reading on many levels. One of the parallels 
is the message of redemption conveyed by Isaiah—“and you shall be gathered one by one, O 
children of Israel”—that is reminiscent of the message of redemption that G-d spoke to Moses 
at the burning bush, a message that Moses then communicated to Pharaoh.

The haftorah vacillates between Isaiah’s prophecies concerning the future redemption, and 



his admonitions concerning the Jews’ drunken and 
G-dless behavior. Isaiah starts on a positive note: 
“In the coming days, Jacob will take root, Israel will 
bud and blossom, filling the face of the earth . . .” He 
mentions G-d’s mercy for His nation, and the measure-
for-measure punishment He meted out upon the 
Egyptians who persecuted them. And regarding the 
future redemption: “You shall be gathered one by one, 
O children of Israel. And it will come to pass on that 
day that a great shofar will be sounded, and those lost 
in the land of Assyria and those exiled in the land of 
Egypt will come, and they will prostrate themselves 
before the L-rd on the holy mount in Jerusalem.”

The prophet then proceeds to berate the drunkenness of the Ten Tribes, warning them of the 
punishment that awaits them. “With the feet they shall be trampled, the crown of the pride of 
the drunkards of Ephraim . . .”

The haftorah ends on a positive note: “Now Jacob will no longer be ashamed, and now his 
face will not pale. For when he sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst, who shall 
sanctify My name . . . and the G-d of Israel they will revere.”

Haftorah Commentary
By Reuben Ebrahimoff at haftorahman@haftorahman.com

This week’s Haftorah begins with the story of how 
Hashem caused Yaakov’s family to multiply while 
in Israel. This relates to the Parsha because it also 
discusses how Hashem helped the Jews multiply while 
in Egypt.

Hashem criticizes the Jews for overindulging in physical 
pleasure, especially when he is bestowing goodness 
upon them in their times of strife. Hashem blessed 
Bnei Yisroel with many children and plenty of food 
to eat while they resided in Egypt. He even showed 
mercy when bringing forth punishment on Bnei Yisroel. When Hashem seeks retribution for 
other nations’ sins, His punishment is more severe. Yishayahu commands the inhabitants of 
the kingdom of the Ten Tribes to destroy their idols. He encourages the Jews to do teshuva, 
repentance, for then they will be redeemed. 

However, the kingdom of the Ten Tribes does not heed Yishayahu’s advice and overindulge in 
physical pleasures, which results in their exile. The Kingdom of Yehudah, Judah, also sins by 
overindulging in food, drink, and merriment. Yishayahu reminds Bnei Yisroel that there will be 
punishment if they ignore his reproof, which they proceed to do. However, the Haftorah concludes 
on an optimistic note that one day, Yaakov (Jacob) will be proud of his descendants. For ultimately, 
the Jewish people will behave as they should, following in Derech Hashem, The ways of Hashem.



 Lois Ash Metlika
In Memory of Esther Wechsler   

Lou Ann Brunwasser 
In memory of parents Albert and Maxine 
Brunwasser, grandparents Florence and 
Maish Slavoney and Minnie and Sid 
Brunwasser, aunts Elaine Brunwasser and 
Ruth Golberg Magowan   

Patricia Barnett 
In Memory Dr. Samuel Sherman, beloved 
father and grandfather, and Mrs. Samuel 
(Connie) Sherman, beloved mother and 
grandmother  

Donations
The Carnegie Shul is most grateful for the following recent donation:

Yahrtzeits
This week the Carnegie Shul acknowledges the yahrtzeits of:

May their memories be for a blessing.

Jack Davis
Simon Browarsky
Maurice Fogel
Sam Klee

Leona K. Wilk
Kate Peresman
Julia Browarsky Korenberg
Dr. Samuel Sherman 

ANTI-ZIONISM FROM A TO Z
Presented by: Dr. Danny Schiff, Rabbi

Jewish Community Foundation Scholar
Wednesday, October 26, 2022

at 7:00 pm

TWO JEWISH FEMALE JUSTICES:
RUTH BADER GINSBURG & ELENA KAGAN

Presented by: Dr. Rose Feinberg
Thursday, January 26, 2023

at 7:00 pm

B’NAI B’RITH IN WESTERN PA
Presented by: Eric Lidji, Director

Rauh Jewish History Programs & Archives
Thursday, March 16, 2023

at 7:00 pm

LET ALL VICTIMS GAIN A MEASURE OF JUSTICE 
AS WE CONTINUE TO HONOR THEIR MEMORIES

Presented by: Dr. Richard H. Weisberg
Beth Samuel Congregation, Ambridge, PA

Thursday, April 27, 2023
at 7:00 pm

WESTERN PA SMALL CONGREGATION 2022-2023 PROGRAMMING
with assistance from the Jewish Community Legacy Project

Rabbi Schiff will explore the phenomenon of 
Anti-Zionism in 2022 with a particular focus 
on its impact within the Jewish community.  
He will define what Anti-Zionism is, and its 
links to antisemitism.

Discover how each woman’s life and 
Jewish heritage related to steps taken 
to becoming a Supreme Court Justice. 
Other Jewish Justices will be mentioned 
at the end of the program. Pictures and 
video clips via PowerPoint enhance this 
presentation.

The International Order of B’nai B’rith was one of the most 
important Jewish organizations in the world for much of the 
19th and 20th centuries, but it was especially important for 
small towns in Western Pennsylvania. B’nai B’rith promoted 
unity within small towns Jewish communities. It also helped 
these isolated Jewish communities connect to the larger Jewish 
world. B’nai B’rith started at least 92 lodges throughout Western 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, plus dozens of B’nai B’rith 
Women chapters and BBYO chapters. We’ll look at the history 
of B’nai B’rith in Western Pennsylvania using photographs and 
documents from numerous small towns throughout the region. 

Richard Weisberg discusses the place of post WWII 
trials, beginning with Nuremberg, in the difficult 
endeavor to add a measure of justice to other ways 
of honoring victims of the Shoah. His focus will 
be on civil litigation in US federal courts, in which 
he has frequently participated as a lawyer for the 
victims or their heirs, litigation which continues to 
this day.

Dr. Rose Feinberg is a popular presenter and Lifelong 
Learning Instructor for Florida Atlantic University 
and Nova University.  Rose earned her Doctor of 
Education degree from Boston University and was 
a school principal in Massachusetts.  She was an

Adjunct Professor at several universities, including Florida 
Atlantic University.  Her prior careers in education, as well as 
her theater training, have enabled her to research and create 
twenty-six informative and entertaining programs, using 
PowerPoint and video clips.

Eric Lidji is the director of the Rauh Jewish 
Archives at the Heinz History Center in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. He curates its website “The 
Jewish Encyclopedia of Western Pennsylvania” 
and hosts its local history podcast “The 
Cornerstone.” He is the author of many books 
and articles on the Jewish history of Western 
Pennsylvania.

Richard Weisberg has been an attorney on 
behalf of survivors and their heirs before US 
federal judges in six cases, some successful, 
over many years in which defendants are 
Holocaust-era wrongdoers, In part relating to 
these efforts, he was appointed by Pres. Obama 
to the US Commission on the Preservation of 
American Heritage Abroad (2011-16) and he 
was awarded the French Legion of Honor by 
Pres Sarkozy (2008).

Rabbi Dr. Danny Schiff is the Foundation Scholar 
at the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh.  
He is a noted teacher and researcher in Jewish 
ethics.
Rabbi Schiff previously served as the 
Community Scholar for the Agency for Jewish 
Learning in Pittsburgh, as rabbi of B’nai Israel 
in White Oak, Pennsylvania, and as rabbi at 
Temple Beth Israel in Melbourne.

He is the author of Abortion in Judaism, published by Cambridge 
University Press and a forthcoming book on the future of non-
Orthodox Judaism.  He is a former Board member of the City of 
Pittsburgh Ethics Board and the Society of Jewish Ethics.
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