Carnegie Shul Chatter
September 22, 2022

Th

L’Shana
Tova!
Chatter to go on
Brief Hiatus
And so the High Holidays
are upon us. This will be the
last issue of the Chatter until after the High Holidays.
Ellen and I will be leaving
for our winter home in Florida right after Yom Kippur
on October 8 and the next
Chatter will be coming your
way shortly after our arrival
in Florida.

Light candles 6:57pm

Shabbat Services 9:30am

Shabbat Services
The Carnegie Shul continues to offer hybrid Shabbat services.
Please join us in the sanctuary, providing you have been
vaccinated for Covid 19. Masks are optional, and there is
plenty of room for social distancing. Those wishing to attend
virtually should watch for a Zoom link in their email later in
the week. If you don’t receive it, contact Rosalyn Hoffman at
rjlynman@yahoo.com.

High Holiday Services
Please see the final page of this newsletter for information
about our High Holiday Services.

I hope to see many of you
in person at the Carnegie
Shul during the Holidays.
Allegheny County is now
rated as low Covid transmission, so I hope that our
attendance will return to
pre-pandemic levels.
I wish each and every one
of you a happy, healthy
and prosperous New Year.
L’Shana Tova!
Michael Roteman

Nitzavim in a Nutshell
Deuteronomy 29:9–30:20
From Chabad.org
The Parshah of Nitzavim includes some of the most fundamental principles of the Jewish faith:
The unity of Israel: “You stand today, all of you, before the L-rd your G-d: your heads, your
tribes, your elders, your officers, and every Israelite man; your young ones, your wives, the
stranger in your gate; from your wood-hewer to your water-drawer.”
The future redemption: Moses warns of the exile and desolation of the Land that will result if
Israel abandons G-d’s laws, but then he prophesies that in the end, “You will return to the L-rd
your G-d . . . If your outcasts shall be at the ends of the heavens, from there will the L-rd your
G-d gather you . . . and bring you into the Land which your fathers have possessed.”
The practicality of Torah: “For the mitzvah which I command you this day, it is not beyond you,
nor is it remote from you. It is not in heaven . . . It is not across the sea . . . Rather, it is very
close to you, in your mouth, in your heart, that you may do it.”
Freedom of choice: “I have set before you life and goodness, and death and evil: in that I
command you this day to love G-d, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments . . . Life
and death I have set before you, blessing and curse. And you shall choose life.”

Choose Life
So what does this week’s Torah portion mean when it says to choose life? Below is one
interpretation from the Southern New England Jewish Ledger and Rabbi Shlomo Riskin,
founder and rosh yeshiva of Ohr Torah Stone and founding rabbi of Efrat, Israel.

Nitzavim
By Shlomo Riskin
“I call heaven and earth to
witness against you this day,
that I have set before you life
and death, the blessing and the
curse: therefore choose life.”
(Deut. 30:19)
What does it mean to choose
life? Is life then ours to choose?
The Torah should have written
to “choose good,” which I
would understand because
good seems within my control.
But life and death? Go tell
the children in a cancer ward
to choose life! How many young people receive harsh decrees from heaven? So what does
it mean to “choose life”? A person can choose life! As Sigmund Freud taught, built into the
human psyche is not only a passion for life, but also a passion for death, not only a will to
create, but also a will to destroy – and sometimes even to self-destruct.
The first thing one must do is to avoid the lure of death. Despite the awareness of danger
in certain lifestyles – indiscriminate sex, excessive alcohol, drugs, etc – many pursue thrills
until the last chill, when it’s too late. Good and evil are abstractions; a genius in the art of
rationalization only requires one hour to totally confuse himself and others about their moral
foundations. But life and death are not abstractions. People who overdose on drugs or alcohol
are real. And when the Torah says “choose life,” it means avoid a lifestyle, or fanatical religion,
which promotes death rather than life.
A second, less dramatic way, of choosing life is by not wasting time; hours spent in front of
the TV, at best watching people running in pursuit of a ball and at worst inviting violence and
pornography into our homes. We don’t need an accountant to inform us that the hours soon
become days, weeks, even months. The simple act of shutting off most programs on TV and
opening a worthwhile book is an example of choosing life. In modern Hebrew, the term for
going out and having a good time is levalot – which is derived from bilui, a word which actually
means to wear something out, to turn a usable garment into an outworn rag. In modern
Hebrew slang, the expression lisrof zman, to burn time, is equivalent to the Americanism “to
kill time,” all pointing to the inherent destruction in improper time management.
You can commit suicide in one moment. Or you can commit suicide in a lifetime of wasted
moments. The number of years a person is given is not under their control, but what we do
with the moments God has given us, is. If we choose not to waste these precious moments,
we have “chosen life.”

And there is yet a third way to choose life, in the larger sense of the word – not just life as the
avoidance of death, but life in its fullest meaning.
An older version of the Targum (Aramaic translation of the Bible) on the verse, “…Not by bread
alone does the human being live, but by that which proceeds from God’s mouth does the human
being live” (Deut. 8:3), is revealing. It translates, “Not on bread alone does the human being exist
(mitkayem) but on what proceeds from God’s mouth does the human being live (hayei).” Bread
gives us kiyum – existence, the ability to stand on our feet, to work, to survive. But that which
emanates from God’s mouth provides life with meaning, purpose, participation in eternity.
Material subsistence is existence; spiritual and intellectual engagement in improving self and
society is life. Bread is existence; Shabbat and compassion are life. Food, clothing and shelter
are necessities, but they are necessities for existence. Humans require an objective which
goes beyond existence. As Victor Frankel, noted psychologist-philosopher and founder of
logotherapy, discovered in the concentration camps, the most important drive within humans
is not the will for pleasure or even the will for power, but the will for meaning. Those who had
a higher meaning, who were involved in helping others survive, in calculating in their heads
different mathematical or philosophical problems or in preserving and copying segments from
the prayer books or the Bible from memory stood a better chance of surviving the horrendous
living conditions of the concentration camps. This search for purpose beyond one’s own
physical survival, this quest for self-transcendence and reaching out for the infinite, is what
comes forth from God’s mouth and it is what the Targum refers to as “life.”
The search for pleasure is linked to the body, and since the body is finite, the fruits of the
search are also finite. The Torah is immortal and infinite. An individual home is destructible;
the Land of Israel for the people of Israel is eternal. Materialistic goods are existence; Torah
and Israel are life. The keeping of the commandments and the inheritance of the Land of Israel
are in themselves involvement with eternity, participating in eternity. This is the real meaning
of the Biblical command: Choose life!

Rabbi Danny Schiff to Speak
Rabbi Danny Schiff will be the first speaker in this season’s Cohorts programs sponsored
by the Jewish Community Legacy Project. Rabbi Schiff will speak on “The Phenomenon
of Anti-Zionism,” on Thursday, October 26, at 7:00 pm via Zoom. Please see the program
flyer on page 6 of this newsletter. Visit https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZcvdOusqjosGNDPjXGZ8-S6jkckfD0qD34t to register.

Israel Scholarships
The Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh provides a non-need-based scholarship of $2200
for eligible teens and young adults to travel to Israel. There is also additional need-based
funding for families that qualify. The application period opened on September 19, 2022.
Visit https://jewishpgh.org/scholarships/ for more information and the link to the application
portal. Funds are available on a first come, first served basis.

Yahrtzeits

This week the Carnegie Shul acknowledges the yahrtzeits of:
Samuel Fischer
Dorothy Westerman
Peresman
Ernest Halle
Martin Fisher

Pearl Sherman Stahl
Jacob T. York
Harold B. Cramer
Roy Ruttenberg
Rose Hersh

May their memories be for a blessing.

Donations

The Carnegie Shul is most grateful for the following recent donation:
William Sax
In memory of Ike and Miriam Sax

 Please see final page of this newsletter for Carnegie
Shul High Holiday information.

ANTI-ZIONISM FROM A TO Z

Presented by: Dr. Danny Schiff, Rabbi
Jewish Community Foundation Scholar

Wednesday, October 26, 2022
at 7:00 pm
Rabbi Schiff will explore the phenomenon of
Anti-Zionism in 2022 with a particular focus
on its impact within the Jewish community.
He will define what Anti-Zionism is, and its
links to antisemitism.
Rabbi Dr. Danny Schiff is the Foundation Scholar
at the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh.
He is a noted teacher and researcher in Jewish
ethics.
Rabbi Schiff previously served as the
Community Scholar for the Agency for Jewish
Learning in Pittsburgh, as rabbi of B’nai Israel
in White Oak, Pennsylvania, and as rabbi at
Temple Beth Israel in Melbourne.
He is the author of Abortion in Judaism, published by Cambridge
University Press and a forthcoming book on the future of nonOrthodox Judaism. He is a former Board member of the City of
Pittsburgh Ethics Board and the Society of Jewish Ethics.

TWO JEWISH FEMALE JUSTICES:

RUTH BADER GINSBURG & ELENA KAGAN
Presented by: Dr. Rose Feinberg

Thursday, January 26, 2023
at 7:00 pm
Discover how each woman’s life and
Jewish heritage related to steps taken
to becoming a Supreme Court Justice.
Other Jewish Justices will be mentioned
at the end of the program. Pictures and
video clips via PowerPoint enhance this
presentation.
Dr. Rose Feinberg is a popular presenter and Lifelong
Learning Instructor for Florida Atlantic University
and Nova University. Rose earned her Doctor of
Education degree from Boston University and was
a school principal in Massachusetts. She was an
Adjunct Professor at several universities, including Florida
Atlantic University. Her prior careers in education, as well as
her theater training, have enabled her to research and create
twenty-six informative and entertaining programs, using
PowerPoint and video clips.

WESTERN PA SMALL CONGREGATION 2022-2023 PROGRAMMING
with assistance from the Jewish Community Legacy Project

B’NAI B’RITH IN WESTERN PA

Presented by: Eric Lidji, Director
Rauh Jewish History Programs & Archives

Thursday, March 16, 2023
at 7:00 pm

The International Order of B’nai B’rith was one of the most
important Jewish organizations in the world for much of the
19th and 20th centuries, but it was especially important for
small towns in Western Pennsylvania. B’nai B’rith promoted
unity within small towns Jewish communities. It also helped
these isolated Jewish communities connect to the larger Jewish
world. B’nai B’rith started at least 92 lodges throughout Western
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, plus dozens of B’nai B’rith
Women chapters and BBYO chapters. We’ll look at the history
of B’nai B’rith in Western Pennsylvania using photographs and
documents from numerous small towns throughout the region.
Eric Lidji is the director of the Rauh Jewish
Archives at the Heinz History Center in
Pittsburgh, Pa. He curates its website “The
Jewish Encyclopedia of Western Pennsylvania”
and hosts its local history podcast “The
Cornerstone.” He is the author of many books
and articles on the Jewish history of Western
Pennsylvania.

LET ALL VICTIMS GAIN A MEASURE OF JUSTICE
AS WE CONTINUE TO HONOR THEIR MEMORIES
Presented by: Dr. Richard H. Weisberg
Beth Samuel Congregation, Ambridge, PA

Thursday, April 27, 2023
at 7:00 pm

Richard Weisberg discusses the place of post WWII
trials, beginning with Nuremberg, in the difficult
endeavor to add a measure of justice to other ways
of honoring victims of the Shoah. His focus will
be on civil litigation in US federal courts, in which
he has frequently participated as a lawyer for the
victims or their heirs, litigation which continues to
this day.
Richard Weisberg has been an attorney on
behalf of survivors and their heirs before US
federal judges in six cases, some successful,
over many years in which defendants are
Holocaust-era wrongdoers, In part relating to
these efforts, he was appointed by Pres. Obama
to the US Commission on the Preservation of
American Heritage Abroad (2011-16) and he
was awarded the French Legion of Honor by
Pres Sarkozy (2008).

High Holidays 5783 / 2022
The Carnegie Shul will once again offer hybrid services on the High Holidays.

In-Person Attendance: Covid vaccinations required. • Wearing of masks is optional. If you do

not wear a mask, please respect those who are by not sitting in close proximity to them. • Advanced
reservations are not required, nor will seats be assigned. • Only those attending in person will be
given aliyahs.

On Zoom: The link for will be emailed to members the week before Rosh Hashanah. If you do not
receive it, please email: rjlynman@yahoo.com.

Tentative Schedule
Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 25
Maariv................................7:15 pm

Monday, September 26
Preliminary Service............. 8:30 am
Shacharis............................ 9:00 am
Torah Reading................... 10:00 am
Sermon............................. 10:45 am
Musaf............................... 11:15 am
Recess.................................1:15 pm
Taschlich.............................6:15 pm
Minchah.............................7:00 pm
Maariv................................7:15 pm

Tuesday, September 27
Preliminary Service............. 8:30 am
Shacharis............................ 9:00 am
Torah Reading................... 10:00 am
Sermon............................. 10:45 am
Musaf............................... 11:15 am
Recess.................................1:15 pm
Mincha...............................7:00 pm
Maariv................................7:15 pm

Yom Kippur
Tuesday, October 4
Kol Nidre.............................6:50 pm
Maariv................................7:05 pm

Wednesday, October 5
Preliminary Service............. 9:00 am
Shacharis............................ 9:30 am
Torah Reading................... 10:30 am
Sermon............................. 11:15 am
Yizkor................................ 11:45 am
Musaf...............................12:15 pm
Recess.................................2:30 pm
Minchah.............................5:30 pm
Neila...................................6:45 pm
Shofar.................................7:45 pm

