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A Wild Ride
The last couple years have been like a 
wild roller coaster ride with all of the 
ups and downs of the Covid pandemic.

At first, Covid seemed like something 
we might never conquer. A horrible 
death while on a ventilator was a very 
real outcome for many who were in-
fected with Covid 19. Lockdowns were 
imposed, schools were shut down, 
stock markets crumbled, and panic 
buying left supermarket shelves devoid 
of such basic essentials as toilet paper.

Then, miraculously, vaccines were 
developed in record time and things 
started to return to normal. But not 
everyone got their shots or wore a 
mask, and new variants of Covid ap-
peared.  

Things got better, transmission levels 
went to low. Things got worse, trans-
mission levels went to high. But we 
adapted and went on living our lives, 
albeit with some trepidiation, espe-
cially when someone we knew came 
down with Covid.

Fortunately, the new variants, though 
more transmissible, often produced 
milder results, and with vaccines, 
social distancing, and new ant-viral 
medications, fewer people died.

We were able to hold High Holiday ser-
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Hybrid Service Returns
Allegheny County has returned to the medium level 
of Covid 19 transmission. Thus, we will return to a 
hybrid service this week. If you want to return to 
the sanctuary we will be here and you are welcome 
to join us providing you have been vaccinated. 
Masks are optional, and there is plenty of room for 
social distancing. Or participate via Zoom. Rosalyn 
Hoffman will send a Zoom link. If you don’t receive 
it, contact her at rjlynman@yahoo.com. Either way, 
please help us make a minyan this week.

Light candles 7:53pmLight candles 7:53pm                    Shabbat Services 9:30amShabbat Services 9:30am
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vices at Shul last year and for a while our Sabbath services were also held in our sanctuary, but 
then covid transmission levels spiked and we were forced to hold services via Zoom.  Since then 
we have gone from Zoom to in-person or hybrid services several times with higher transmission 
levels forcing us back to Zoom. This week our doors open again with hybrid services, and hope-
fully they will not have to close again.

Next week, our Board will meet to plan our High Holiday services.  Rosh Hashanah is little more 
than a month away.  Let’s hope and pray that our services can be held in our sanctuary without 
disruption from Covid and that the coming year will be as free from Covid or any other threats 
as possible.

Eikev in a Nutshell
Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25

From Chabad.org

In the Parshah of Eikev (“Because”), Moses 
continues his closing address to the children 
of Israel, promising them that if they will 
fulfill the commandments (mitzvot) of the 
Torah, they will prosper in the Land they are 
about to conquer and settle in keeping with 
G-d’s promise to their forefathers.

Moses also rebukes them for their failings in their first generation as a people, recalling 
their worship of the Golden Calf, the rebellion of Korach, the sin of the spies, their angering 
of G-d at Taveirah, Massah and Kivrot Hataavah (“The Graves of Lust”). “You have been 
rebellious against G-d,” he says to them, “since the day I knew you.” But he also speaks of 
G-d’s forgiveness of their sins, and the Second Tablets which G-d inscribed and gave to them 
following their repentance.

Their forty years in the desert, says Moses to the people, during which G-d sustained them 
with daily manna from heaven, was to teach them “that man does not live on bread alone, but 
by the utterance of G-d’s mouth does man live.”

Moses describes the land they are about to enter as “flowing with milk and honey,” blessed 
with the “seven kinds” (wheat, barley, grapevines, figs, pomegranates, olive oil and dates), and 
as the place that is the focus of G-d’s providence of His world. He commands them to destroy 
the idols of the land’s former masters, and to beware lest they become haughty and begin to 
believe that “my power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.”

A key passage in our Parshah is the second chapter of the Shema, which repeats the 
fundamental mitzvot enumerated in the Shema’s first chapter, and describes the rewards of 
fulfilling G-d’s commandments and the adverse results (famine and exile) of their neglect. It 
is also the source of the precept of prayer, and includes a reference to the resurrection of the 
dead in the messianic age.

— Continued from previous page.



Tough Love From Hashem
As I searched for a commentary on this week’s parshah to include in this Chatter, I was 
struck by the fact that I found some commentaries that said a loving God would not promise 
punishment for failure to keep His commandments and mitzvoth.  

But why does punishment equal a lack of love? Don’t good parents and teachers sometimes 
punish us if we fail to obey the rules? And if we break the biggest rules (laws), can’t we 
be sentenced to time in a penitentiary or perhaps even death? Isn’t the possibility of 
punishement necessary for society to function in an orderly manner?

The following commentary, from the Jewish Journal, provides a good explanation of how God 
can be seen as a loving parent. I hope you find it informative.

Parashat Eikev: God as the
Loving Parent
Jewish Journal  
August 9, 2017

“Oh, Lord, won’t you buy me a Mercedes-Benz?” 
                                                              — Janis Joplin

Why don’t we always get what we want from 
God, and why does God even allow people to 
be in pain? Last week, we observed Tisha b’Av, 
a holiday reminding us of our suffering and 
losses, specifically the destruction of the First 
and Second Temples. While the Talmud teaches 
us that the cause of the destruction was sinat 
chinam, gratuitous and baseless hatred, that simple answer doesn’t satisfy many people who 
yearn for a “loving” God, a God who would give them everything they want and would never 
allow pain and suffering to even exist. But some of the answers to this question of how to 
integrate God’s love with life’s pains are found in this week’s portion of Eikev.

Eikev is a detailed explanation of what will happen if we listen to God’s commandments, and 
what will happen if we don’t. It is the ultimate example of “What goes around  comes around.” 
The text clearly promises us that if we observe the Law, we will have all sorts of blessings; and 
conversely, if we do not, then we will have a plethora of challenges and lives filled with pain. 
Verses from the portion often are used by agnostics and atheists to demonstrate that the God 
of the Bible is vindictive, angry and should be rejected. But this simply isn’t true, and a careful 
reading of the text clearly shows how much God truly loves each of us.

“You should know in your heart that just as a father will chastise his son, so HaShem, your 
God, chastises you” (Deuteronomy 8:5). God is compared to the ultimately loving parent.  
While there are a lot of parenting techniques, there is a consistency among parents that good 



behavior is rewarded and inappropriate behavior is  
     chastised so that the child can grow to be a better,  
              ethical, aware and responsible individual who knows  
                right from wrong.

This is a key insight in this portion:  God never 
“punishes” us for what we’ve done as an act 

of vindictiveness. Instead, God always tries to 
help us grow through a combination of rewards 

and chastisements. When viewed this way, these 
chastisements can be understood as an 
expression of great love.

A friend once told me that he had heard 
from a rabbinical school professor that 

“Judaism is not about feeling good; it is about 
becoming better.” It gives us guidelines so that 

we can excel spiritually and in all aspects of life. I have always made the comparison that an 
athlete is pushed and put in pain by his coach to become stronger and compete better. If his 
pushing were not for this higher goal, one might think of the coach as a cruel sadist. But when 
you realize that the intensity of the workout is with the ultimate goal of the athlete becoming 
better, then the coach who inflicts pain is considered a loving ally. The understanding of the 
coach is relative to a greater understanding of the circumstances and situation.

In the same way, a parent teaches a child to eat their dinner before dessert so that they get 
the nutrients they need before filling up on sugar. From the perspective of the child, this can 
seem cruel; but when the circumstances are understood more fully, we all realize that it is 
more loving for the parent to have prohibitions and boundaries so that the child will grow up 
healthy.

The 21st century seems to be filled with a lot of people believing in “entitlement,” and that 
often carries into their relationship with God. They want what they want, and they want 
it now. If God doesn’t give it to them, or causes challenges to happen in their lives, they 
reject God entirely. According to some studies, more than 85 percent of American Jews are 
uninvolved in synagogue life and distanced from their faith. Perhaps one large reason is that 
they are not seeing the bigger picture, trusting that like any loving parent, God “knows better.” 
Rather than seeing their chastisement as a teaching for them to live better and more full lives, 
they choose to walk away from Judaism entirely.

In two weeks, we begin the month of Elul, the month of preparation for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur. This is a month of love, and the name of the month is an acronym for “Ani L’Dodi 
V’Dodi Li,” (I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine — Song of Songs 6:3). Rather than 
walking away from Judaism and God, this month is a time to walk forward and embrace the 
Divine parent who loves us so fully and completely. Return to the relationship, choosing to 
have the faith that even the pain that God sends us is given in love.

What does God ask of us. “Only to be in awe of God, to go in all His ways, and to love Him, and 
to serve God with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 10:12).



May we all return to loving God fully, to returning to Jewish ways and practices, and to 
receiving God’s gifts and blessings in joy and gratitude.

Rabbi Michael Barclay is the spiritual leader of Temple Ner Simcha in Westlake Village and the 
author of “Sacred Relationships: Biblical Wisdom for Deepening Our Lives Together” (Liturgical 
Press). He can be contacted at RabbiBarclay@aol.com.

Yahrtzeits
This week the Carnegie Shul acknowledges the yahrtzeits of:

May their memories be for a blessing.

Pearl Miller
Dr. Edward Klee
Harry Suttin


