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Happy Birthday, Israel
This is a big week in Israel. Wednes-
day, May 4, is Yom Hazikaron, Israel 
Remembrance Day, and Thursday, 
May 5, is Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 
Independence Day.

Yom Hazikaron memorializes the 
many soldiers who have lost their 
lives in Israel’s many wars, and more 
recently, the holiday has also includ-
ed those who have lost their lives to 
terrorists as well.

On the evening before Yom Haz-
ikaron, at 8 pm, a siren is heard all 
over the country and lasts for one 
minute, during which Israelis stop 
everything, including driving on 
highways, and stand in silence, com-
memorating the fallen and showing 
respect. 

By law, all places of entertainment are 
closed on the eve of Yom HaZikaron, 
and broadcasting and educational 
bodies note the solemnity of the day. 
Regular television programs cease 
for the day, and the names and ranks 
of every soldier who died for Israel 
are displayed in a 24-hour television 
broadcast. 

A two-minute siren is sounded at 
11:00 am on Yom Hazikaron, which 
marks the opening of the official 
memorial ceremonies and private 
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Zoom in for Services
Shabbat services are held by Zoom, at 10am and last 
60-90 minutes. A link is sent to all Shul members; 
if you don't receive it, contact Wendy Panizzi at 
panizziw@gmail.com.
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Kedoshim  in a Nutshell 
Leviticus 19:1–20:27

The Parshah of Kedoshim begins with the statement: 
“You shall be holy, for I, the L -d your G-d, am 
holy.” This is followed by dozens of mitzvot (divine 
commandments) through which the Jew sanctifies 
him- or herself and relates to the holiness of G-d.

These include: the prohibition against idolatry, the 



mitzvah of charity, the principle of equality before 
the law, Shabbat, sexual morality, honesty in 
business, honor and awe of one’s parents, and the 
sacredness of life.

Also in Kedoshim is the dictum which the great sage 
Rabbi Akiva called a cardinal principle of Torah, and 
of which Hillel said, “This is the entire Torah, the rest 
is commentary”—“Love your fellow as yourself.”

A Whole Lot Of Mitzvot
At various times I have mentioned that a great 
Rabbi once said that if you can’t do all 613 mitzvoth 
(and no one can since some can only be performed 
when the Temple is reastored), at least try to do one 
additional mitzvah. And if you are looking to find 
an additional mitzvah to do, this week’s parshah, 
Kedoshim, seems like a pretty good place to start 
looking, since it contains 51 mitzvoth in its 64 verses.

Here is an interesting article from a new source, 
shavei.org, discussing Kedoshim.

Parshat Kedoshim
Parshat Kedoshim is one of the best parshiot in the 
Torah. Or at least Rashi says so on the first verse: 
most of the topics of the Torah are contained in 
Parshat Kedoshim. Meaning – in learning this one 
parsha we touch on almost all the main themes of 
the mitzvoth of the Torah.

There are 51 mitzvot in 64 verses. These include 
some of the most beloved ethical mitzvoth: love 
your neighbor as yourself, help the poor with dignity 
by leaving parts of your harvest for them, honesty, 
care for employees, concern for the vulnerable; the 
deaf, blind and ger. As well as warnings to not follow 
all types of sorcery. And to administer justice with 
vigilance. And forbidden sexual relationships and 
idolatry.

But besides simply enjoying the content of all these 
rich mitzvoth, their context provides an important 
principle.

The last 11 parshiot, reaching back to Teruma, have 
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remembrance gatherings at each 
cemetery where soldiers are bur-
ied. Many Israelis visit the resting 
places of loved ones throughout 
the day.

It is not a day for picnics and going 
to movies or ball games as people 
in the United States often do on 
our Memorial Day.

And then, the following day, Yom 
Ha’atzmaut is observed. The State 
of Israel as we know it today 
was born in 1948, so it is now 74 
years old. That it has lived and 
prospered for so long is a modern 
miracle. Attacked from all sides by 
its Arab neighbors on the day of 
its creation, and under constant 
threat ever since, Israel has over-
come every threat to its existence 
and is an enlightened democracy 
with a strong economy featuring 
advanced technology, defense, and 
medical sectors.

To truly understand Israel, one 
really needs to go there. When 
you do, and when you visit places 
like Jerusalem, and the Western 
Wall, and Masada, and Caesarea, 
the history of this incredible place  
grabs hold of you and refuses to let 
go. In Israel you realize just what 
the Promised Land is, and what it 
has meant to the Jewish people 
since the times of our patriarchs. 
When you step foot upon the 
ground in Israel you are visiting 
a place where even Moses could 
not go. It is truly a most humbling 
experience.

As the words to the song Exo-
dus say, “This land is mine, God 
gave this land to me.”  And let us 
pray that this Promised Land will 
forever be the home of the Jewish 
people.



revolved around one main theme: 
G-d’s invitation to us to rendezvous 
with Him in the Mikdash. This holy 
encounter demands purity from us. 
These 11 parshiot have dealt with the 
many rules to ensure our encounter 
with Him is one of Kedusha. In these 11 
parshiot we have also been instructed 
in Kedusha in 2 particular human 
activities: food (the laws of kashrut), and sexual relations. Both of these are also framed as 
being areas of holiness. And next week we will have the holy days outlined.

We could easily assume: our task as Jews is to be holy. Holiness means to encounter G-d on 
His terms in His place. And during holy times; Shabbat and holy days. And also to be holy in 
those things we most closely share with the animal world: food and procreation. We are not 
animals. We are in His Image. And so in those very things that are earthy, we limit ourselves, 
expressing our noble station. Food and sexual relations.

But then we have Parshat Kedoshim. Be holy. How? Honesty. Care for others. No sorcery. 
Caring for employees. No idol worship. A court system that is just. Forbidden relationships. 
Concern for vulnerable.

You know, it looks like every way you turn there is another mitzvah. I thought holiness is, well, 
I thought it was in things that are holy. Mikdash. Shabbat. Not your employees. Or your court. 
Or your generosity. Or honesty.

The Torah has introduced a dramatic and revolutionary idea. Holiness is everywhere. The 
Torah has transformed our lives into the stage for holiness. How we treat each other, how 
we speak, our food, our relationships, our time. Our every moment becomes a moment of 
holiness: to be truthful, to be generous, to think, love and fear Him.

And one beautiful stylistic tool emphasizes this. The commentaries struggle to identify the 
thematic flow of the 51 mitzvoth of this parsha. It certainly looks like there is no particular 
pattern. We all could rearrange the list of mitzvoth into neater categories: those between man 
and G-d, those between man and man, societal mitzvoth, encounters with idol worship. That 
would make a neater flow to the parsha.

It could be that the Torah is using a stylistic tool: a flow of consciousness. You know how our 
minds fly all over the place: we think about where we are going, then last night’s dinner, then 

how our neighbor is feeling, then what the 
kids are up to ….

Perhaps, the Torah is employing that 
style in our parsha. As if to say, whatever 
you think of, wherever you turn, that 
internal process of yours that travels the 
world in 60 seconds, moving from one 
topic to another – that is where Kedusha 
can be found. In everything we do. 



Respect parents, keep Shabbat, don’t swear falsely, 
leave some harvest for the poor, be fair in your 
courts… Whatever you think of – there’s a holiness 
moment. Our lives are full of moments that can be 
holy. Everything we do. What a gift: our trite and 
mundane everyday life has been transformed to the 
stage for holiness. And that is our Parsha.

1st aliya (Vayikra 19:1-14) 

Be Holy, as I, G-d, your G-d am holy. Revere parents, 
keep Shabbat. Do not turn to idols or make graven 
gods. A shlamim offering may only be eaten for 2 days. Help the poor and stranger when 
harvesting a field by leaving dropped or forgotten produce or grapes. Don’t steal, lie or swear 
falsely. Don’t cheat; or tarry paying wages ‘til the morning. Don’t curse the deaf, trip up the 
blind.

There is a definite repetition or perhaps development of the 10 commandments in these 
mitzvoth. Though not in the exact order they appear in the 10 commandments, but 
thematically connected.

2nd aliya (19:15-22) 

Do not pervert justice by favoring either poor or powerful. Don’t spread gossip, nor stand by 
your brother’s blood. Don’t hate. Don’t take revenge; love your neighbor as yourself. Do not 
interbreed animals or seeds, or wear wool and linen.

Each of these mitzvoth is rich. But to not spread gossip. That is a great one. Oh how the 
information age has truly perfected the spreading of gossip. I was in someone’s home and 
on the back of the door, for you to see as you left home, was a dvar torah on not spreading 
gossip. That is a holy reminder.

And one of the best verses of the Torah: love your neighbor as yourself. As Rabbi Sacks says: it 
is easy to love mankind, quite a bit harder to love the person next door. We see the warts, as 
they see ours. But rise above it. All people have goodness.

3rd aliya (19:23-32) 

In the land, fruit is forbidden for the first 3 years of growth, 4th year holy, 5th year permissible. 
Do not use divination. Nor round the corners of your face or use a straight razor on your 
beard. Nor tattoo. Nor seek sorcery. Rise before the aged, glorify the wizened.

Rise for the aged; for the wisdom that life itself brings. Quite a contrast to the glorification of 
youth of our times.

4th aliya (19:33-37) 

Love the convert. Employ accurate weights and measures.

The convert may feel out of place, different, self conscious, without family, not part of the 
crowd. Be extra sensitive to those feeling left out.



I could leave it at that. But I can’t. 
I have the good fortune to be the 
Director of Machon Milton, the RCA 
course of study for converts here 
in Jerusalem, run in partnership 
with Shavei Yisrael. We need to be 
sensitive when inviting converts or 
those in the process of converting 
to our homes – we need to be 
sensitive to their feelings. Perhaps 
they don’t want to tell their story 
again, for the 50th time. Or 100th. Maybe they just want to enjoy Shabbat dinner and speak 
of the parsha, sing zmirot, and participate like everyone else. So. Don’t ask them their story. 
And we need to go out of our way to bring the one who is clearly uncomfortable a siddur and 
chumash and invite them to sit beside us. After all, love the convert.

Accurate weights and measures? Seems obvious. But the Torah is emphasizing that even when 
you can get away with it, don’t. Like cursing the deaf. Who will ever know?

5th aliya (20:1-7) 

One who gives their child to Molech shall be put to death. And if you don’t do it, I will. The 
one who turns and follows sorcery, I will deal with them. Be holy; for I am Holy.

There are things done in the name of great piety that are not pious at all. Child sacrifice has a 
rationale to it: I am willing to give my most precious to G-d. Just that it is a perverted rationale. 
While we should always strive to understand those who behave unlike us, we should not 
tolerate behavior that is perverse in the name of piety.

6th aliya (20:8-22) 

The following receive the death penalty: cursing parents, the long list of forbidden sexual 
relationships listed above. Observing these laws and not those of the nations will prevent the 
Land from spitting you out, as it has done to those nations. Since I have distinguished you, it is 
you who shall possess the Land, the land flowing with milk and honey

The Jewish idea of ethical monotheism is on full display in Kedoshim. Holiness wanders 
seamlessly in the parsha from taking care of the poor, to laws of sacrifices, to honesty, to 
sexual prohibitions, to loving your neighbor, not hating; all under the rubric of holiness. We 
are to be holy so that the land not spit us out. Certainly something to give us pause, those of 
us walking the streets of our land. We need to be extra vigilant in all these holy things, ritual, 
interpersonal, speech, care, love; for our success in this land rests upon it.

7th aliya (20:23-27) 

And you shall distinguish between animals to be eaten and those not. Be holy to Me and I will 
distinguish you to be My people.

The wide range of holy things outlined in the parsha is our expression of being holy to Him. 
And He, in turn will make us distinct.



Mother’s Day
And,since Mothers Day is this Sunday, here is an article from chabad.org about one of 
Kedoshim’s mitzvoth, honoring thy father and mother.

Honoring Mom & Dad
Honoring parents is one of the select mitzvahs featured in 
the Ten Commandments. The Torah tells us, “Honor your 
father and mother,” and it tells us, “Honor your G-d”—
implying that honoring parents is on par with honoring G-d!

After all, no matter how much respect we give our parents, 
we can never repay them for their part in bringing us into 
this world. But that’s not the only reason to honor them: 
it’s also a mitzvah, and that’s reason enough.

Actually, two mitzvahs: honor and respect. What’s the difference?

Honor means:
Serve and assist your parents however possible and whenever necessary.

 � When Mom or Dad enters, stand up. Remain standing until they sit down or are no longer 
within eyesight. Or they tell you to sit down.

Serve and assist your parents however possible and whenever necessary. 

 � Feed them, dress them and provide them with transportation. [If your parents can afford 
these things, you are not obligated to pay for them. In fact, parents feel better when they 
can support themselves financially.]

Respect means:
If your father or mother has a special place to sit, don’t sit there.
Don’t contradict your parents to their face. 

 � There’s always a discreet way to work with this. When not in their presence, you can 
express an opposing opinion, but in a respectful manner. “I think you’re right, Dad!” is also 
disrespectful. Mom & Dad don’t require your approval.

 � Unless you are asked for your parent’s name, don’t call—or even refer—to your parents by 
name, even posthumously.

Technical Details:
 � Parents who are psychologically unstable must still be respected. If it’s getting just too hard, 

get hired help.
 � Parents can forgo honor due to them—for example, to allow children not to rise for them.
 � We are also obligated to respect stepparents, parents-in-law, grandparents and older 

siblings.



Yahrtzeits
This week the Carnegie Shul acknowledges the yahrtzeits of:

May their memory be for a blessing.

Jerry Weiss 
Bennie Klee 
Rose Klee 
Pauline Kaiser 

Harry Levine 
Bernard Bales 
Hirshel Peresman

In Memoriam
We were sorry to learn that Alan K. Zemon, the son of long time Shul members Anne and 
Leonard Zemon, z”l, recently passed away. 

Born and raised in Carnegie, Alan learned the butcher business from his father and worked 
until his retirement as a butcher at Giant Eagle. 

Alan is survived by his brother, Harry Zemon; nieces, Roslyn McCaleb and Marci Zemon-
Stowell (Patrick) and grandniece, Annabelle and grandnephews, Maximus and Bo.

May his memory be for a blessing.

Rabbi Schiff Coming to the South Hills
On Monday, May 9, 2022, at 7 pm., Rabbi Danny Schiff will be returning to the 
South Hills JCC to speak on the topic of, “Tackling Jewish Anti-Zionism from A to Z.”  

According to Rabbi Schiff, “Anti-Zionism has long been a problem that frequently 
overlaps with anti-Semitism. Now we are seeing the emergence of an alarming 
new problem: anti-Zionism among our own, especially younger generations. 
Unlike previous younger generations that may have exhibited a detachment 
from Israel, what we are seeing now is active opposition and antagonism toward 
Israel. What is the extent of this problem, and how can we respond?”   

The event, which is free and open to the public, is co-sponsored by the Carnegie Shul, along 
with the  Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh, South Hills JCC, Congregation Beth El, 
Temple Emanuel.  You can register by going to: https://jewishpgh.org/event/tackling-jewish-
anti-zionism-from-a-to-z-rabbi-danny-schiff/. Proof of vaccination will be required for this in 
person event.


