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Something to See!
I have to admit that I was 
really bummed out when 
our own AJ Edelman and the 
Israeli Olympic bobsled team 
narrowly missed qualifying for 
the Beijing games. I know that 
AJ and his team were unlikely 
to win a medal, but, none-
theless, it would have been 
wonderful to watch them 
compete.

Did you know that no Israeli 
has ever won a Winter Olym-
pics medal?

This year there are four Israe-
lis competing in the Games, 
and they are all figure skaters. 
Three of the four are veteran 
Olympians, each returning for 
their third Olympic Games. 
And one is an Orthodox Jew 
who hails from New Jersey, 
who will be making her Olym-
pic debut in pairs competition 
along with her partner Evgeni 
Krasnopolski.

Will Kops win a medal for 
Israel? It’s not very likely, but 
I’ll be watching anyway. An 
Orthodox American Jew skat-
ing for Israel in the Olympics 
– now that will be something 
to see.
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Zoom in for Services
Shabbat services will be held by Zoom through February, 
beginning at 10am and lasting 60-90 minutes. A link is sent to 
all Shul members; if you don't receive it, contact Wendy Panizzi 
at panizziw@gmail.com.

Light candles 5:32pmLight candles 5:32pm                Shabbat Services 10:00am              Shabbat Services 10:00am



Tetzaveh in a Nutshell
Exodus 27:20–30:10
From Chabad.org 

G-d tells Moses to receive from the children of Israel pure 
olive oil to feed the “everlasting flame” of the menorah, which 
Aaron is to kindle each day, “from evening till morning.”

The priestly garments, to be worn by the kohanim (priests) while 
serving in the Sanctuary, are described. All kohanim wore:  
1) the ketonet—a full-length linen tunic; 2) michnasayim— linen 
breeches; 3) mitznefet or migba’at—a linen turban; 4) avnet—a long sash wound above the waist.

In addition, the kohen gadol (high priest) wore: 5) the efod—an apron-like garment made 
of blue-, purple- and red-dyed wool, linen and gold thread; 6) the choshen—a breastplate 
containing twelve precious stones inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel; 7) 
the me’il—a cloak of blue wool, with gold bells and decorative pomegranates on its hem; 8) 
the tzitz—a golden plate worn on the forehead, bearing the inscription “Holy to G d.”

Tetzaveh also includes G-d’s detailed instructions for the seven-day initiation of Aaron and his 
four sons—Nadav, Avihu, Elazar and Itamar—into the priesthood, and for the making of the 
golden altar, on which the ketoret (incense) was burned.

As in last week’s parshah in which God gave very specific instructions concerning the blueprints 
for the Tabernacle, this week God gives very specific instructions for the priestly garments to 
be worn by the Kohanim, Aaron and his sons, who are to be anointed as priests.  I have often 
wondered why God gave such specific instructions. According to aish.com, there was important 
symbolism in the garments. Here is an interesting article with Rabbi Avi Geller’s interpretation.

A Symbolic Description of the 
Priestly Garments
Tetzaveh (Exodus 27:20-30:10)

by Rabbi Avi Geller

George passed the Jewish school that morning just as he did every morning on his way to 
work. This time, however, the window was wide open, and George stopped for a few minutes 
to hear Rabbi Levi explain: "My dear children, we shall now describe the beautiful garments 
of the High Priest of Israel." The description that followed left George overwhelmed. "What a 
gorgeous set of clothes!" he declared. "If that's Judaism, then maybe I can also share in it."

The next morning George was waiting in line at the office of Rabbi Shammai, the head of the 
Jewish rabbinical court. While waiting, he overheard his friend Mike in discussion with the 



rabbi. "I would like to become a Jew on one 
condition," Mike said. "If you can teach me 
the entire Torah while I stand on one foot!"

Rabbi Shammai was unimpressed. "Would 
you ask a doctor to teach you brain surgery, 
or ask a lawyer how to present an important 
case, while standing on one foot? This is not 
the right approach to conversion!"

Then it was George's turn to enter the 
rabbi's study. "I also would like to become a 
Jew," began George. "I overheard the description of the priestly garments, and if you appoint 
me as High Priest I will immediately convert to Judaism."

Rabbi Shammai pointed to the door. "Why do these insincere people all come to me?!"

The next address was Rabbi Hillel, who was renowned for his humility. Once two pranksters had 
wagered they could anger Hillel. They called him out of the shower on Friday afternoon to ask 
him silly questions, yet despite their efforts they did not succeed in making him lose his cool.

To Mike, Hillel replied: "Stand on one foot and I will tell you the essence of Torah. 'What is hateful 
to you, do not do unto others.' (based on Lev. 19:18) The rest is commentary - now go and study."

(This doesn't mean, as some believe, that only conduct with other people is important. Rather 
it means that our respect for the Almighty should not be any less than with people. If you 
don't do what's hateful to your fellow, then all the more so for the Star of the show. How do 
you know what is hateful to God? "Go study!")

Rabbi Hillel's reply to George? He converted him, and then suggested that before becoming 
the High Priest, he first needs to study the laws of the priesthood. As George studied, he 
began to understand why he could not be the High Priest. His appreciation of Rabbi Hillel 
grew. "Rabbi Hillel sensed that Mike and I were really sincere, just misguided, and he helped 
us enter the fold of the Jewish people."

Eight Garments of the High Priest
(1) Tunic

Made of pure white linen in a box-stitch (similar to the setting of a ring). 
It extended from the neck to the toes and wrists, modestly covering the 
entire body.

(2) Cloak

Worn over the tunic, the cloak was a four cornered garment made 
entirely of blue wool dyed from the "Chilazon." The cloak went over 
the head with a hole in the middle, stitched with a double stitch so it 
wouldn't tear. On its hem hung golden bells, as well as red, blue, and 
purple ornaments in the shapes of pomegranates. When the High Priest 
walked, you could hear the bells ringing.



(3) Apron

Worn over the cloak, it was woven from a 
multi-stranded thread of white linen, and 
red, blue, and purple wool. In addition, a 
sheet of gold was beaten very thin, and 
narrow thread-like strands were cut from 
it to be added to the other colors.

The apron covered the bottom part of 
the body, and the straps went up and 
over the shoulders. On the two shoulders 
rested two precious stones, each engraved 
with the names of 6 tribes. (Although the 
Torah prohibits wearing Shatnez, wool and linen in the same garment, this is one example of a 
positive commandment overriding a negative one.)

(4) Breastplate 

Worn over the apron, it was woven from linen and 3 colors of 
wool, with settings for 12 precious stones arranged in 4 rows of 3. 
The stones were engraved with each of the names of the Twelve 
Tribes, and also had the Patriarchs' names and the words "tribes of 
the Lord" - in order to contain all the letters of the Aleph Bet.

The breastplate was connected to the belt of the apron, and 
fastened with blue straps and gold chains. The inner fold contained 
a parchment inscribed with a kabbalistic name of God, called the 
"Urim V'tumim", which infused it with mystical powers. When 

the king had a question concerning the nation (such as: "Should we go to war?"), the High 
Priest would face the Holy of Holies and inquire. The letters of the breastplate would light up 
in a specific arrangement, and by deciphering the code (by computer analysis of course!), he 
received the answer from Heaven.

(5) Belt

Worn over the tunic, it was very long and made of the above mentioned 4 colors. It was 
wrapped many times around the body, near the heart.

(6) Turban

Made of white linen, wrapped around the head many times. The turban of the regular priest 
came to a point, while the High Priest's turban was flat on top.

(7) Gold Plate (Tzitz)

Over the turban, but with enough space for the Tefillin, was a gold plate that rested on the 
forehead of the High Priest. It was fastened to the turban and tied to the back of the head 
with blue straps. It was engraved with the words "Holy to God."



(8) Pants

Made of pure white linen, reaching from the waist to the knees. The pants are not mentioned 
in the list of garments called "honor and glory" because their purpose is for "common 
decency."

A regular Kohen (priest) wore 4 garments:

(1) Tunic    (2) Turban    (3) Belt    (4) Pants

On Yom Kippur, before entering the Holy of Holies, the High Priest changed into an all-
white linen tunic, turban, belt and pants. The reason he wore no gold was because gold 
was a reminder of the sin of the Golden Calf, a display of idolatry which is inappropriate to 
"mention" in the Holy of Holies.

Symbolism of the Garments (Based on Rabbi Hirsch)
(1) Gold symbolizes purity of the heart. Linen represents the 
vegetable aspect of man - totally sensuous. Red wool corresponds 
to the animal aspect - slightly higher. Blue wool conveys the 
Heavenly - spirituality. Purple wool is a combination of blue 
and red, symbolizing that man is both physical (animal) and 
spiritual (Godly).

(2) The regular priest represents man striving to reach God. 
The tunic has box stitches like the setting of a ring to imply 
his readiness to reach the final goal. The belt's function is girding 
oneself in preparation (as at the Exodus when the Jews ate the Passover sacrifice with their 
belts on ready to travel.) The turbans came to a point, as if to proclaim: "I'm on my way up!"

(3) The High Priest represents humanity's highest spiritual level. His turban is flat - i.e. "I 
reached the top!" (This is only symbolic and doesn't mean the High Priests were "infallible." 
In the First Temple they were great men, however in the Second Temple there was a period 
when the position was sold by the Roman governor to the highest bidder. Of course when 
these unscrupulous men entered the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur, they died on the spot and 
had to be dragged out by a rope tied around their waists. In spite of this, they still vied for the 
honor and privilege of being in God's presence!)

(4) White linen represents the purely physical aspect, which must be pure and untarnished. 
Therefore the pants "atoned" (the collective responsibility) for sexual transgressions. The 
turban atoned for conceited thoughts. And the tunic covered the entire body and atoned for 
murder. These were all made of white linen. The first step to perfection, the vegetable aspect 
must be pure. This corresponds to the outer courtyard of the Tabernacle that was surrounded 
with curtains of white linen.

(5) The belt and apron also contained red wool (animal aspect), purple wool (human 
aspect), and blue wool (Godly aspect) - corresponding to the covering of the Tabernacle 
which contained all these colors. In addition, since this is the human manifestation of these 
concepts, it also contained a strip of gold to stress the purity of heart required to serve 



the Almighty properly. The belt atoned for immoral 
thoughts, and the apron for idolatrous intentions.

(6) But to what is it all dedicated? What is the goal of 
all the colors? The totally blue cloak - totally immersed 
in spirituality - that's what it's all about!

However this doesn't mean giving up all worldly 
pleasures and signing it all away to Rev. Moon! On the 
contrary, there were pomegranates on the bottom 
of the cloak, teaching that we eat the "fruits" of our 

efforts down here in this world (besides the principle which remains for the World to Come). 
Also on the bottom of the cloak were gold (purity) bells, as we proclaim our beliefs for all to hear.

The Talmud says that the cloak atoned for evil gossip, which is why its collar was double-
stitched, hinting of the two barriers that protect the tongue (teeth and lips). Also, the bells 
made noise, hinting to the atonement of sins done by speech.

(7) Now that we've established our relationship with God, we come to the breastplate and the 
Jewish people. We unite with all the various tribes of Israel (something like Friday night at the 
Western Wall!). Every tribe is a precious stone that contributes to the nation as a whole. (We 
unfortunately don't appreciate what was lost when the Ten Tribes went off to an unknown 
exile.) The straps that fasten the breastplate are blue (heavenly), and the chains that hold it 
are gold (purity). The breastplate atoned for misjudgments of the courts.

(8) Finally we arrive at the Holy of Holies, the gold plate on the High Priest's forehead. (It 
atoned for misguided chutzpah). It is secured over the turban with blue straps (heavenly), is 
made of solid gold (purity), and is inscribed "Holy to God." This is the essence of the highest 
spiritual level.

Regal Clothes
The Talmud relates:

When Alexander the Great came to conquer Jerusalem, the enemies of the Jews slandered 
them and claimed that the Jews had rebelled. As Alexander approached Jerusalem, the High 
Priest Shimon HaTzaddik came out to meet him in full regalia of the 8 special garments.

When he saw this impressive sight, Alexander fell on his face and bowed down to the High 
Priest of Israel.

Upon seeing this, Alexander's generals asked why he bowed before the Jew. Alexander replied, 
"Every time I go to battle, I see this man in a dream the night before, and he assures me that I 
will be victorious.

Later, when Alexander wanted to put his statue in the Holy Temple - to solidify Jewish loyalty 
to him - the High Priest had a better suggestion: Every baby boy born that year will be named 
"Alexander."

And that is how Alex and Sender became common Jewish names.



Yahrtzeits
This week the Carnegie Shul acknowledges the yahrtzeits of:

May  their memories be for a blessing.

Charles Friedberg 
Carl Gussin 
Mollie Sherman 
Rabbi Yitzchock Weiss 
Samuel D. Korsen
Sam Moskovitz 
Morris Oskie 

Gertrude Isaacs 
Harvey Lederstein 
Stanford G. Weiss 
Dr. Harry A. Klee 
Edward L. Pickholtz 
Rose F. Grossman 
Milton Kalla 

Jay C. Miller
Rebecca Ash 
Katie Klee 
Sarah G. Landau 
Markus Sherman
Joseph York

Paul Lederstein
In memory of Harvey Lederstein

Donations
The Carnegie Shul is most grateful for the following recent donations:


