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Yizkor Online
This Tuesday

The Carnegie Shul will not 
have in-person services on 
Shemini Atzeras and Simchas 
Torah, but we invite you to 
join us for Yizkor on Shemini 
Atzeras.

Tuesday, September 28 
11:00 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83138837960

Carnegie Shul Chatter
September 26, 2021

Bittersweet
Simchas Torah, Rejoicing of the Torah, begins at sundown 
on Tuesday, September 28 and continues through nightfall 
on Wednesday, September 29.

When I was a child, Simchas Torah was my favorite 
holiday. The men danced with the Torahs at Shul and we 
kids paraded with Torah flags. Then we were treated to 
big, crispy, red delicious apples and Hershey’s chocolate 
bars. What a great day!

Now, as an adult, I know more about the holiday and, 
though it is still my favorite, it also has a bittersweet 
aspect to it.

On Simchas Torah we are supposed to read the 
last parshah of the Torah, V’Zot Ha Berachah, then 
immediately start anew with the first parshah, 
Beresheit. Sadly, since we rarely can draw a weekday 
minyan at our shul, except on the High Holidays, we will 

Light Candles:
Shemini Atzeret
Monday, September 27
6:50pm

Simchat Torah
Tuesday, September 29
7:47pm

Shabbat
Friday, October 1
6:43pm



not be celebrating Simchas Torah 
in our shul. We will read Beresheit 
on Sabbath, on October 2, but what 
about V’Zot HaBerachah?

It is V’Zot HaBerachah that is the 
reason that I now find Simchas Torah 
to be bittersweet. Why? Well, this 
parshah should be nothing but joyful. 
Forty years of wandering through the 
desert is about to come to an end. 
The Children of Israel are about 
to cross over the Jordan River and 
enter the Promised Land.

And what a forty years it has been. Our forefathers (and foremothers) have been freed from 
bondage. They have witnessed miracle after miracle. They have seen the Red Sea part for 
them. They have received manna from heaven. The have received the Torah and the Ten 
Commandments.

But, the parshah becomes bittersweet when we recall that our ancestors had also been a stiff 
necked, sinful people. They had built the Golden Calf, the spies had returned with their lies, 
Korach had led a revolution, they had gone astray time after time. The generation that left 
Egypt had all died away, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb, not permitted to enter the 
Promised Land, and now, at the conclusion of this parshah, immediately after bestowing his 
final blessing upon his people, Moses dies at the age of 120.

As the parshah and the Torah concludes, “So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And he was buried in the land of Moab over 
against Beth-peor; and no man knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day. And Moses was a 
hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 
And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; so the days of 
weeping in the mourning for Moses were ended. And Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of the 
spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him; and the children of Israel hearkened 
unto him, and did as the Lord commanded Moses. And there has not risen a prophet since 
in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face; in all the signs and the wonders, 
which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to 
all his land; and in all the mighty hand, and in the great terror, which Moses wrought in the 
sight of all Israel.”

Yes, Moses was the greatest prophet who ever lived. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob gave us this 
great religion founded upon a belief in the one true God, but Moses delivered the people from 
bondage, shepherded them to the Promised Land, and delivered to them the Torah, God’s 
greatest gift to mankind.

How sad that Moses could not enter the land of milk and honey.



V’Zot HaBerachah in a Nutshell
and the Sukkot Torah readings (Deut. 33:1–34:12)

The Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret Torah readings are 
from Leviticus 22-23, Numbers 29, and Deuteronomy 
14-16. These readings detail the laws of the moadim 
or "appointed times" on the Jewish calendar for festive 
celebration of our bond with G-d; including the mitzvot 
of dwelling in the sukkah (branch-covered hut) and 
taking the "Four Kinds" on the festival of Sukkot; the 
offerings brought in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem 
on Sukkot, and the obligation to journey to the Holy 
Temple "to see and be seen before the face of G-d" 
on the three annual pilgrimage festivals — Passover, 
Shavuot and Sukkot.

On Simchat Torah ("Rejoicing of the Torah") we conclude, and begin anew, the annual Torah-
reading cycle. First we read the Torah section of V'zot HaBerachah, which recounts the 
blessings that Moses gave to each of the twelve tribes of Israel before his death. Echoing 
Jacob's blessings to his twelve sons five generations earlier, Moses assigns and empowers each 
tribe with its individual role within the community of Israel.

V'zot HaBerachah then relates how Moses ascended Mount Nebo from whose summit he 
saw the Promised Land. "And Moses the servant of G-d died there in the Land of Moab by 
the mouth of G-d... and no man knows his burial place to this day." The Torah concludes by 
attesting that "There arose not a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom G-d knew face to 
face... and in all the mighty hand and the great awesome things which Moses did before the 
eyes of all Israel."

Immediately after concluding the Torah, we begin it anew by reading the first chapter of Genesis 
(the beginning of next Shabbat's Torah reading) describing G-d's creation of the world in six days 
and His ceasing work on the seventh—which He sanctified and blessed as a day of rest.

Bereishit in a Nutshell
Genesis 1:1–6:8

G-d creates the world in six days. On the 
first day He makes darkness and light. On 
the second day He forms the heavens, 
dividing the “upper waters” from the 
“lower waters.” On the third day He sets 
the boundaries of land and sea, and calls 
forth trees and greenery from the earth. 
On the fourth day He fixes the position of 



the sun, moon and stars as timekeepers and illuminators of 
the earth. Fish, birds and reptiles are created on the fifth day; 
land animals, and then the human being, on the sixth. G-d 
ceases work on the seventh day, and sanctifies it as a day of 
rest.

G-d forms the human body from the dust of the earth, and 
blows into his nostrils a “living soul.” Originally Man is a single 
person, but deciding that “it is not good that man be alone,” 
G-d takes a "side" from the man, forms it into a woman, and 
marries them to each other.

Adam and Eve are placed in the Garden of Eden, and 
commanded not to eat from the “Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil.” The serpent persuades Eve to violate the command, 
and she shares the forbidden fruit with her husband. Because 
of their sin, it is decreed that man will experience death, 
returning to the soil from which he was formed, and that all 
gain will come only through struggle and hardship. Man is banished from the Garden.

Eve gives birth to two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain quarrels with Abel and murders him, and 
becomes a rootless wanderer. A third son, Seth, is born to Adam; Seth’s eighth-generation 
descendant, Noah, is the only righteous man in a corrupt world.


