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Making Good Use 
of Your Time
And so we continue to self 
isolate. What can we do 
with our time? How many 
books can we read? How 
many tv shows can we 
watch?  How many games 
can we play online?

This morning we took an 
online course offered by the 
Jewish Federation Founda-
tion with Rabbi Danny Schiff, 
part one of a seven-part 
course on the Human Body 
in Judaism. Visit the Federa-
tion website to learn about 
other classes at https://jew-
ishpgh.org.

Chabad, too, is offering 
online community connec-
tions and classes. Tomorrow, 
a Pre-Shabbos Gathering 
Online, beginning at 5pm, 
will feature insights and in-
spiration. It can be accessed 
through Zoom with the link: 
https://us04web.zoom.
us/j/753438262 (Meeting 
ID: 753 438 262). To learn of 
more opportunities, email 
rabbi@chabadsh.com.

Virtually... Everything
Passover is just a couple weeks away and, sadly, most of us 
will not be able to have a large family gathering. Some may 
be tempted to ignore the danger of the Coronavirus and 
gather as in years past regardless. But even the Rabbis of 
the Orthodox Union are saying that, for this year, we should 
not do so.

Below is a statement released earlier this week by the OU 
regarding the observance of Passover this year. Following 
the statement is an article form the Jerusalem Post 
concerning a ruling by Orthodix Sephardic rabbis in Israel 
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allowing the use of Zoom to share a seder this year.  And, finally, there is an article on hosting 
your own Virtual Seder.

Let us pray that this terrible crisis comes to an end soon and that next year we can all enjoy 
Pesach in Jerusalem. Stay healthy please!

Joint Statement to the Orthodox Community
Regarding Pesach
Rabbinic leaders and organizations 
across the Orthodox spectrum have, 
individually, declared the health threat 
presented by COVID-19 a mortal threat 
(sakanas nefashos). We, leaders of 
major American Orthodox Jewish 
organizations, join together again to 
further clarify our shared and firm 
guidance for our communities.

We have heretofore urged not only full 
compliance with all health guidance 
issued by federal, state and local 
governments, but have gone beyond 
those pronouncements in urging our communities to remain at home and avoid, to the 
maximum extent feasible, any outside interactions.

With regard to the upcoming Pesach holiday, we note specifically the following critical 
mandates, shared in consultation with leading infectious disease and public health experts:
• We are accustomed to honoring Pesach to the fullest degree, including taking haircuts, 

purchasing new clothing and tableware, and preparing the fullest menus. This year’s public 
health crisis mandates us to significantly limit all of the above. Our responsibility is to refrain 
from any NON-ESSENTIAL outside interactions, including especially in-store shopping. If 
there is a need for truly ESSENTIAL purchases, send one family member only – who is nei-
ther ill, vulnerable, nor of known exposure to COVID-19 – as rarely and as briefly as possible. 
Stores serving the community should shift to home delivery or drive-by parking lot pick-up 
of pre-orders, and – to the extent this is not possible – must take substantive steps to mini-
mize crowding, maintain hygiene, and maximize social distancing.

• We will truly honor Pesach by limiting our purchases to the truly ESSENTIAL, ensuring that 
all of us – especially the vulnerable – are able to celebrate Pesach in good health. We must 
STAY HOME; SAVE LIVES.

• The Pesach plans of many have been completely upended. This creates severe difficulty for 
so many. We are deeply sympathetic to this enormous difficulty. Nevertheless, public health 
demands strict adherence to the current guidance. Travel to other cities must be cancelled, 
whether to vacation venues (Florida, etc.) or to family. Everyone must plan to celebrate 
Pesach where they are currently.

Individuals living alone or those absolutely unable to prepare for Pesach may choose to self-



quarantine for 14 days, and then – if asymptomatic – may join with a welcoming local family 
that is similarly asymptomatic and that has been disciplined in staying home and limiting 
their interactions outside the home to the absolute minimum as described above.

These guests may join one family only for the duration, without additional company, and 
must carefully observe the mandated standards of scrupulous hygiene and social distancing. 
The elderly and high risk must seek medical advice before considering this.

STAY HOME; SAVE LIVES

We urge one and all – while strictly maintaining the prescribed guidelines – to look out for 
each other by reaching out to and providing for each other, especially those living alone.

We hope and pray that our sincere tefillos (prayers) and chassadim (acts of kindness) will 
move Hashem to swiftly remove this plague from the world and bless us all with health, peace 
and tranquility. 

Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zweibel, Executive Vice President, Agudath Israel of America 
Rabbi Mendy Mirocznick, Executive Vice-President, Igud HaRabbanim - Rabbinical Alliance of America
Rabbi Shmuel Blech, Chairman, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Weisberg, Co-Chair, The Lakewood Vaad
Farley Weiss, President, National Council of Young Israel
Moishe Bane, President, Allen Fagin, Executive Vice President, the Orthodox Union 
Rabbi Daniel Korobkin, President, Rabbi Mark Dratch, Executive Vice President, Rabbinical Council of America

Senior Orthodox rabbis allow Zoom for 
Passover Seder due to coronavirus
Orthodox practice prohibits use of electricity on Shabbat, but rabbis ruled it was  
important for families to connect to grandparents for the Passover Seder

By Jeremy Sharon 
March 25, 2020 16:21

In a remarkable ruling, senior Orthodox 
rabbis have given permission for people 
to use the Zoom video conferencing 
service at the Passover Seder to allow 
families separated by the coronavirus 
pandemic to connect with one another 
on what is one of the high points of the 
Jewish calendar. 

Rabbi Eliyahu Abergel, a highly respected 
arbiter of Jewish law who served as the 
head of the Jerusalem Rabbinical Court 

for a decade, together with several other municipal chief rabbis, wrote in response to requests 
to use Zoom at the Passover Seder that it would be possible under certain restrictions due to 
the “time of emergency” currently being experienced. 



The rabbis wrote that families 
that want to connect with each 
other at this upcoming Seder 
night could use Zoom if they turn 
on their electronic devices and 
the Zoom application before the 
holiday begins.

Orthodox rabbis forbade the use 
of electricity on Shabbat when it 
began to become commonplace 
at the end of the 19th and 
beginning of the 20th century, 
and this prohibition has become standard practice throughout the Orthodox world. 

The rabbis’ permission to allow the use of Zoom for Seder night, even with the stipulation 
that it must be already working before the holiday begins, is a significant ruling, given that 
Orthodox Judaism has been very strict about prohibiting the use of electricity and electronic 
devices on Shabbat and the holidays. 

The rabbis introduced their ruling by saying that they had been asked by a wise Torah scholar 
whether the Zoom program could be used at the Passover Seder to connect between the 
elderly and family members whom they are unable to join for the holiday ceremony because 
of social-distancing regulations.

The rabbis, who are Sephardic, began by noting that many Sephardic and North African rabbis 
had permitted the use of electricity on Jewish holidays, including the first Sephardic Chief 
Rabbi of Israel Rabbi Ben-Zion Meir Hai Uziel.

The rabbis went on to say that in the question under discussion, it was asked merely whether 
one could turn on the electronic device before the Passover holiday begins and leave the 
Zoom program running during the Seder to allow family members to connect. 

They said that although there is a concern that someone would turn the device off when 
finished, which is also generally prohibited, the position of the Sephardic rabbis that use of 
electricity is not in fact prohibited meant that this concern could be ignored and the ruling of 
the Sephardic rabbis relied upon. 

The rabbis said that a second concern of permitting something associated with the regular 
days of the week, such as use of electronic devices, could also be dismissed since use of 
the Zoom video conference was being done for the sake of a religious commandment of 
performing the Passover Seder. 

And regarding the concern that people would become regularly accustomed to use Zoom on 
Jewish holidays, the rabbis said that it was “clear to all” that their permission to use the video 
conference program was “for emergency times only.”

The rabbis continued: “Passover is a special holiday, especially the Seder night which everyone 
sees as a special event which is a covenant between God and Israel.”

They also said that allowing the use of Zoom was all the more important since many Jewish 



youth “might not have a Seder if not for their connection with their grandfather and 
grandmother.”

Additionally, the rabbis wrote that it was important “to remove the sadness from seniors 
and the elderly and to give them motivation to keep fighting for their lives, and to prevent 
depression and mental weakness which could lead them to despair of life.”

They said therefore that they were permitting the use of Zoom under the stated restrictions, 
and that it was an emergency measure only for the Passover Seder. 

Along with Abergel, the other signatories to the decision were municipal Chief Rabbi of 
Kiryat Gat Rabbi Shlomo Ben Hamo, Rabbi Yehudah Shlush, municipal rabbi of east Netanya, 
municipal Chief Rabbi of Shlomi Rabbi Moshe Elharar, Rabbi Refael Daloiah, Rabbi David Zano 
and Rabbi Daniel Boskilah. 

The decision aroused controversy immediately, with Chief Rabbi of Safed Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu 
saying that the rabbis who gave the permission to use Zoom had been “mistaken.”

How to Host a Virtual Seder
Posted by Amy Kritzer • March 24, 2020

This Passover, with COVID-19, the only responsible way to 
include anyone who is not in your household is to host 

a virtual Seder. But how do you even host a virtual 
seder?

Next year in Jerusalem! But this year, Passover will 
be at home. The only responsible option this year 
is to have Passover with the people you live with 

or virtually. This is the only way we can slow the 
number of infections and not overwhelm hospitals.

Just because it’s different, does not mean your Seder has to 
be less special. Passover is a time to remember what we have overcome in the past, and also 
appreciate what we do have. If you have food, shelter, and health, you are lucky.

Pick your technology: FaceTime, Facebook, Zoom, and Skype are all options. Make sure it’s 
something all your guests can use and prep the login ahead of time and make sure everyone 
can join. Feel free to invite neighbors you know are alone. Now is a time to include everyone!

What you need for a Seder: Each household should have:
• Wine (or grape juice) - four glasses per person (but we won’t judge 

you for needing more)
• Haggadahs: It is helpful if everyone is using the same Haggadah, but 

not necessary. Go over ahead of time who will say which portions. Pick 
a leader who can assign parts and email them to everyone ahead of 
time. They can cue participants when to read. Remember, the young-
est adult can read the four questions too! Or just the one that acts the 
youngest.



• Seder Plate: You’ll need some sort of Seder Plate (can be a normal plate) and the following 
items on it: 

1. Charoset

2.  Matzah (on the side)

3.  Bitter Herbs (horseradish or romaine)

4.  Roasted Bone (a chicken bone or even a beet will 
work)

5.  Hard-boiled egg

6.  Karpas (parsley or any other vegetable)

7.  Saltwater (on the side)
• Shabbat/Festival Candles
• Elijah Cup
• Matzah and Afikomen Covers (can be a napkin)
• Afikomen - think of a fun way to involve everyone in the search! One idea is the leader 

“hides” it by thinking of a spot. Then each participant gets to ask one question at a time to 
get a clue and gets one guess. For example, they may ask if it’s under something, and then 
guess the bed. Or guess if it’s in the living room and guess it’s in between books. You can 
mail the winner a fun afikomen prize!

• Easy Passover Recipes - Here the article includes links to recipes — and suggests, Another 
fun idea is to “cook” with your family via Facetime or Zoom. You can pick the same recipe 
and cook together! if you’d like to access the recipes, go to https://moderntribe.com/blogs/
news/how-to-host-a-virtual-seder

• Involve the kids - If you have kids, involve them with fun Passover games and activities. They 
can even have their own kids seder plate, help prepare the meal, dip their finger in juice for 
the 10 plagues, or reenact the story as a play.

• Fun! Seder this year can still be as meaning-
ful and fun as in past years. Add some fun to 
the seder and maybe some new traditions. 
Whether it’s singing Dayenu! together, or 
incorporating fun traditions like wearing 10 
plague headbands or wearing some coor-
dinated Passover apparel! You can also do 
some Passover crafts such as each guest 
can make a place card for their place with 
their name written in chocolate on a piece 
of matzah. It then becomes dessert! Maybe 
the person who decorates theirs the best or 
wears the best outfit also wins a prize.


