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Challenging Times
As we entered 2020 
everything was looking 
good. Almost everyone had 
a job, as unemployment was 
at record lows. The econo-
my and the markets were 
booming. Most Americans 
were optimistic about their 
futures.

Now, just a few short 
months later we are in the 
midst of a global pandemic 
unlike anything most of us 
have ever seen before.

It is scary.

There are no easy answers, 
no quick solutions.

Sadly, we cannot even go to 
Shul to pray with others. We 
cannot have a minyan.

But that does not mean we 
cannot pray. We have a God 
and he is a merciful God. Let 
us all pray that this pan-
demic ends as quickly as it 
started and that we all come 
through this safely and 
with mnimal loss of life and 
suffering.

Shabbat Services Cancelled
Due to the Coronavirus, the Carnegie Shul will not be 
holding Sabbath Services for at least the next two weeks. 
We will notify you when services are set to resume.

Stay safe and healthy!

Light Candles 7:14pm                        Services cancelled 



Message From Our President
To everyone in the Carnegie Shul community, 

We have been advised by the Allegheny County and Carnegie Borough authorities to limit 
gatherings for at least the next two weeks. Insofar as the Carnegie Shul’s operation is 
concerned, we will, accordingly, not be conducting religious services on Shabbat for the next 
two weeks at the Carnegie Shul. We appreciate your patience, especially with the imminent 
arrival of the Passover holiday and the 1st seder on the evening of Wednesday, April 8, 2020. 

You may find Rabbi David Blech’s comments in aish.com on the coronavirus situation of 
interest. 

Stay safe, wash your hands, avoid unnecessary, risky travel and gatherings per CDC and 
Borough and County announcements. With G-d’s help, we will get past this community-wide 
(and global) problem. We will advise you further as to additional limitations or restraints re the 
Carnegie Shul as the situation evolves. 

Larry Block

God and the Coronavirus
Mar 15, 2020  |  by Rabbi Benjamin Blech

What could be the meaning of a virus forcing millions into a “timeout” of 
quarantine and seclusion?

Coronavirus is now officially a global 
pandemic. Suddenly we find ourselves smitten 
by a plague of biblical severity.

Passover asks us to remember the 10 plagues 
which God sent against the Egyptians. With 
the help of the Bible we know the purpose 
behind these afflictions of a people. God 
had a plan. Egyptian suffering had meaning. 
What makes our contemporary anguish 
so particularly unbearable is its seeming 
incomprehensibility.

In the age of the prophets there would’ve been an effort to discern some divine message in 
this global tragedy. But today we somehow assume that scientific knowledge precludes the 
possibility for including God as part of the management of the universe. After all, who can 
argue with Louis Pasteur and Robert Koch who, in the latter half of the 19th century, proved 
the germ theory of disease – that pathogens too small to see without magnification are the 
true cause of illness. Germs are the villains and viruses are the sole reasons for the presence 
of diseases which determine whether we live or die.

And I dare to ask: Doesn’t belief in God demand that we merge the germ theory of disease 



with the conviction of faith in a supreme being who actually decides where, when and how far 
viruses spread?

When we are directed by doctors to wash our 
hands we are required to do so by Torah law.

Please understand exactly what I’m saying. 
Maimonides long ago made clear that it is our 
obligation to ensure our good health. We can’t 
simply rely on God; God has made us his partners 
in our quest for longevity. Hygiene is a mitzvah; 
it’s an obligation. Taking care of our bodies is a 
spiritual requirement akin to protecting our souls. When we are directed by doctors to wash 
our hands we are required to do so by Torah law.

But the ultimate decision of life or death remains, as we make clear every year on Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur when our fate is sealed, with the Almighty.

That is why I’m amazed that of the countless suggestions for how to counter and to cope with 
the coronavirus we hear so little of the word God and the possibility that this global pandemic 
brings with it a profound divine message.

                                               I am obviously no prophet, but here is a thought that I think is worth 
                                                    considering and taking to heart. Every parent knows that one  
                                                         of the most obvious responses to a child’s misbehavior is  
                                                            what is commonly known as a “timeout.” The child is  
                                                             restricted from enjoying pleasurable activities. The child has  
                                                              his normal life disrupted. The child is encouraged to reflect  
                                                              upon his disobedience. Is it too much to consider that as  
                                                              our world continues to sink ever lower in our commitment  
                                                             to virtue that God responded with a virus that has forced  
                                                          millions into a “timeout” of quarantine and seclusion?

                                                    The 10 Commandments are the biblical source of the most  
                                                  basic system of ethical and moral behavior. They represent the 
primary justification for our continued existence on earth. And the commentators took note of 
a remarkable number. In the original Hebrew, the language in which the commandments were 
inscribed by God on the two tablets, there are exactly 620 letters.

620 would seem to be a number with no particular theological significance. It would’ve 
been perfect and readily comprehensible if there were exactly 613 letters in the 10 
Commandments. Those are the numbers of mitzvot given to the Jewish people in the Torah. 
The 10 Commandments are the principles inherent in all of Jewish law. But what is the 
meaning of 620 letters? The rabbis explained. While the number of mitzvot for Jews is 613, the 
number seven represents universal law – what is commonly referred to as the seven laws of 
the descendants of Noah, required as a minimum for all of mankind. And 620 of course is the 
sum of 613 and seven, the totality of divine guidance for both Jews as well as the rest of the 
world.

The word corona – as in coronavirus – comes from the Latin word for crown.



                           The commentary does not end there. 620 is the gematria, the numerical value,  
                            of an important Hebrew word, keter, which means crown. A keter – a crown  
                               – is placed on top of every Torah scroll. The symbolism is obvious. The 

crown 
                               above the Torah demonstrates the relationship of the 10 Commandments 

to the rest of the Torah. From the 10 – in number of letters 620 – we 
have the principles which subsequently found expression in the 
entirety of the Torah.

The keter – the crown – is the most powerful symbol of our 
connection with God.

Perhaps we need to consider the world’s present affliction not just in 
the context of a disease caused by pathogens but as a divine message 

reminding us that we have been given our lives to invest them with 
meaning and virtue as defined by God’s 10 Commandments.

The following excerpts are from two articles that appeared in the Times of Israel. Both were 
inspired by the authors’ ponderings and insights concerning the Corona virus. 

Coronavirus in the days of Mashiach
By Barbara Pfeffer Billauer  
Mar 15, 2020, 4:34 PM

The Passover Sacrifice Do-Over: Pesach Sheni to the CoronaVirus Rescue

By now just about everyone knows that our government has directed that convening groups in 
excess of a minyan of people are verboten – for any purpose, it appears. In many communities 
in the US and in Israel, even though not required, shuls have gone further and closed 
entirely. To be sure, most of those in the US who are doing this, are those with membership 
in the multi-hundreds. Rabbis in the US are “setting an example” and praying alone – even 
on Shabbat. Directives have been given not to invite people for Shabbat lunch, and not to 
convene personal minyanim for davening. This might be considered a chumrah, as at present 
no governmental body has so directed, (and only one has imposed any in town-limitations on 
movement). I have even seen that a noted Israeli rabbi who was assigned to 14-day quarantine 
is voluntarily extending his stay (quarantine d’mehadrin?). While frummer Yidden might say 
this is good – and, in fact, there is some medical evidence that sustains the decision, some 
might say it sends a message that the public health authorities don’t know what they are 
doing.

The quixotic popular response is perplexing. On one hand, people are scared to meet in 
groups, on the other hand, people throng and crowd and mob supermarkets. On one hand, 
people won’t daven in shul – even in small groups, on the other hand, they live fearlessly 
among hundreds of others in high-rises, sharing ventilation and sewage systems. The 
rabbinate says that adhering to government health regulations is required as halacha– but I 
have not seen anyone looking ahead to what will happen on Pesach. And the governmental 
directives are set to last for five weeks – and that includes Pesach.



Certainly, davening in a minyan is not required, halachically – even on Shabbat. But does that 
count for going to shul on Pesach – which might be considered the equivalent of taking part in 
Korban Pesach?

So, in the interest of thinking ahead here is a solution:

In Bamidbar ch. 9 we have the unusual situation of men who cannot partake in the Korban 
Pesach (Pascal sacrifice) because they are personally unclean. They seek a solution for 
their inability to take part in the Korban Pesach from Moses, who asks G-d for a solution. In 
response, the Almighty goes further and provides an out not just for the personally unclean — 
but for someone on a (business?) trip to a far-away place. We are given a chance in this case 
for a do-over. A Pesach Sheni – A Second Passover.

  .רֹמאֵּל הֶׁשֹמ-לֶא ,הָוהְי רֵּבַדְיַו  ט

9 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

  .הָוהיַל ,חַסֶפ הָׂשָעְו ,םֶכָל הָקֹחְר ְךֶרֶדְב ֹוא ׁשֶפֶנָל אֵמָט-הֶיְהִי-יִּכ ׁשיִא ׁשיִא  :רֹמאֵל ,לֵאָרְׂשִי יֵנְּב-לֶא רֵּבַּד  י

10 ‘Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: If any man of you or of your generations shall be 
unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover 
unto the LORD;

 .ּוהֻלְכאֹי ,םיִרֹרְמּו תֹוּצַמ-לַע  :ֹותֹא ּוׂשֲעַי–םִיַּבְרַעָה ןיֵּב ,םֹוי רָׂשָע הָעָּבְרַאְּב יִנֵּׁשַה ׁשֶדֹחַּב  אי

11 in the second month on the fourteenth day at dusk they shall keep it; they shall eat it with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs;

Pesach Sheni for Corona Virus

Now, one might argue that being unclean 
is outside one’s control. But a journey? It 
is also hard to believe that the generation 
of the Midbar was contemplating traveling 
to any far-away place (like, to where?) It is 
also strange that Pesach is the only holiday 
for which the Torah provides a “do-over.” 
No such opportunity adheres if one is 
unavailable for Succot or Rosh Hashana 
or Yom Kippur, for example – or even 
Shabbat. So, why Pesach?

To me, this section was clearly a prophetic piece, to be utilized in the future. For future 
generations, ֶכיֵתֹרֹדְל ֹוא”

I once suggested that this Pesach Sheni was provided (or created in advance) for Esther – to 
allow her to have the nation fast for her on what would have then been Pesach – prior to her 
visiting the King. It would be hard to believe that our Rabbinic ancestors would think of violating 
a halachic imperative (feasting on Pesach) at the behest of a mere woman, even if she was a 
(secular) Queen. The fact that our national existence was in jeopardy would have even been 
more reason to adhere to the strict application of the law and not make changes – even if the 
request to the Sanhedrin for the accommodation would have been made by Mordechai.



Only the halachic “out” of Pesach Sheni, I surmised, allowed the Sanhedrin to both 
accommodate Esther’s wish and comply with halachic requirements.

I raise that suggestion again now.

For most people, Pesach means congregating with family who live in different areas, who may 
have been unknowingly exposed in their hometowns, and who now are meeting with others 
they might unwittingly expose, or going to a hotel. I would venture to say that for a plurality of 
folks, the Passover Seder includes more than ten people. Certainly, those going to a hotel will 
be impacted by this rule.

Deferring observing of Passover for another month (the date of Pesach Sheni this year would 
be May 7-May 8), would allow the country a breather. If the message from the SARS of 2002-
3 is any example – since it started about the same time of the year as CoVid 19 — perhaps it 
might end about the same times, as well – which takes us to early May.

The Coronavirus Test We Will  
All Take
By Lori Palatnik 
Mar 17, 2020, 12:15 AM

“This is a test. This is a test of the Emergency Broadcasting System. This is only a test…” When 
I was growing up, that’s what we would ominously hear late at night on television with a test 
pattern on the screen. Then a long piercing tone would sound. 

Ladies and Gentleman, welcome to the test.  We can pass or we can fail, it’s our choice. You 
think you can’t handle what’s now in front of us, but you can, because you have been studying 
for this test your whole life.  

I am not talking about whether or not you get the coronavirus. I am talking about the test 
of our middot, our character, as we face this new reality together.  The virus may physically 
harm a small percentage of us, and yet, how we deal with it could destroy our most important 
relationships. For most of us, our lives are not on the line, but our marriages, our relationships 
with our children, and our communities are. The virus, G-d willing, will eventually pass, but 
our homes and societies may not survive unless we 
choose to lead with the best part of ourselves. 

Outside of our homes, we can choose to push and 
hoard and be selfish, or we can be other-focused, 
generous and kind. In this new reality where we 
are not allowed to touch people physically, we can 
consciously choose to touch them in other ways—
with a kind word, a supportive smile, a helping hand. 

Inside our homes, we are making memories.  Years 
from now, our kids will be telling their kids about the 
time the world was fighting a pandemic and people 
were homebound.  Memories will either be how 



we were at each other’s throats, or how we put on plays, built forts, played marathon Settlers 
of Catan, learned an instrument online, cleaned out the garage, gave away stuff to the poor, 
FaceTimed grandparents and cousins, and made a family song. 

We cannot control world events, but we can control how we respond to them.  Your children, 
your spouse, your co-workers, and your neighbors are watching you.  Don’t wait for someone 
else to set the bar of faith, optimism and strength. You set it. 

And because we are the Jewish people, and we were charged with a mission at Mt. Sinai to 
be a Light Unto the Nations, the world is watching us. Jewish communities must not only be 
compliant with regulations; they must go above and beyond.  Israel has been leading others in 
setting the bar of stringency in regulating this crisis and we need to be a nation that continues 
to lead with our moral character as we get through this together.

What can each one of us do to make a 
world of difference for others?

Deliver groceries to elderly neighbors 
who are scared or unable to leave their 
homes. Order takeaway from kosher 
restaurants that are suffering from a lack 
of business. Check in with aging loved 
ones by calling them every day. Please 
add your own ideas in the comments. 
Together, we can inspire one another 
during this time of need.  

Ma Tovu….“How goodly are your tents, Jacob.”  That is what other nations said when they saw 
Jewish homes of harmony, love, and humility. Let us pass this test together, inside and outside 
of our tents, so that our families, and all nations, will not only survive, but thrive. And may we 
be blessed to hear the loud piercing sound of a shofar, announcing a world of unity, truth, and 
light.


