
Carnegie Shul Chatter
December 25, 2019

What We Believe
This is an unusually long Chatter, but I 
believe it to be a very important one. Too 
many Jews in America, surrounded by the 
trappings of Christmas, try to latch onto 
the holiday and the Christmas spirit. But 
Christmas is not for us, and the message 
of Christmas is not in accordance with 
our religious beliefs. The accompanying 
articles make that very clear.

Personally, I cannot buy into Christmas 
because the message of Christ, as a 
messiah, bringing peace on earth, just 
doesn’t ring true. There have been way 
too many wars over the last 2000 years, 
including wars in which Christians killed 
other Christians in Christ’s name (Ireland 
Catholics vs. Protestants, for example), 
for me to accept that Christ brought 
peace on earth.

Now Christians say that peace will come 
with the “second coming.” But why must 
a messiah come twice? Won’t our messi-
ah get the job done the first time?

And what about the restoration of the 
Temple and peace for Jews that our 
messiah is to bring to us? The Temple has 
not yet been rebuilt, and we all know 
how much suffering Jews have been put 
through over the past 2000 years.

No, I do not believe the Messiah has 
come yet, but I pray that he will come 
soon and that there will indeed be peace 
and that the Jewish people will no longer 
have to suffer the way we have these 
past 2000 years.

It’s Not for Us
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year,” our 
Christian friends tell us. “Peace on earth, good 
will to men,” our Christian friends say. “Christ 
our Savior is born!” they exclaim.

There are Christmas trees and Christmas lights 
everywhere. People are buying gifts. Christmas 
music is the only music you can find on the ra-
dio. There are Christmas specials all over the TV. 
It is so very exciting.

And yet, we Jews do not participate. Why? Are 
we so, bah, humbug? Read on to understand.

Light Candles 4:42pm
                             Shabbat Services 9:20 am 



Why Jews Don’t Believe In Jesus
by Rabbi Shraga Simmons  
From aish.com

For 2,000 years Jews have rejected the Christian idea of 
Jesus as messiah. Why?

One of the most common questions we receive at Aish.com 
is: “Why don’t Jews believe in Jesus?” Let’s understand why 
– not to disparage other religions, but rather to clarify the 
Jewish position.

Jews do not accept Jesus as the messiah because:
• Jesus did not fulfill the messianic prophecies.
• Jesus did not embody the personal qualifications of the 

Messiah.
• Biblical verses “referring” to Jesus are mistranslations.
• Jewish belief is based on national revelation.

But first, some background: What exactly is the Messiah?

The word “Messiah” is an English rendering of the Hebrew word Mashiach, which means 
“anointed.” It usually refers to a person initiated into God’s service by being anointed with oil. 
(Exodus 29:7, 1-Kings 1:39, 2-Kings 9:3)

Jesus Did Not Fulfill the Messianic Prophecies
What is the Messiah supposed to accomplish? One of the central themes of biblical prophecy 
is the promise of a future age of perfection characterized by universal peace and recognition 
of God. (Isaiah 2:1-4, 32:15-18, 60:15-18; Zephaniah 3:9; Hosea 2:20-22; Amos 9:13-15; Micah 
4:1-4; Zechariah 8:23, 14:9; Jeremiah 31:33-34)

Specifically, the Bible says he will:

A. Build the Third Temple (Ezekiel 37:26-28).

B. Gather all Jews back to the Land of Israel (Isaiah 43:5-6).

C. Usher in an era of world peace, and end all hatred, oppression, suffering and disease. As it 
says: “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall man learn war anymore.” 
(Isaiah 2:4)

D. Spread universal knowledge of the God of Israel, which will unite humanity as one. As it 
says: “God will be King over all the world – on that day, God will be One and His Name will 
be One” (Zechariah 14:9).

If an individual fails to fulfill even one of these conditions, then he cannot be the Messiah.

Because no one has ever fulfilled the Bible’s description of this future King, Jews still await the 
coming of the Messiah. All past Messianic claimants, including Jesus of Nazareth, Bar Cochba 



and Shabbtai Tzvi have been rejected.

Christians counter that Jesus will fulfill these in the Second Coming. Jewish sources show that 
the Messiah will fulfill the prophecies outright; in the Bible no concept of a second coming 
exists.

Jesus Did Not Embody the Personal Qualifications of Messiah

Messiah as Prophet

The Messiah will become the greatest prophet 
in history, second only to Moses. (Targum – 
Isaiah 11:2; Maimonides – Teshuva 9:2)

Prophecy can only exist in Israel when the land 
is inhabited by a majority of world Jewry, a 
situation which has not existed since 300 BCE. 
During the time of Ezra, when the majority of 
Jews remained in Babylon, prophecy ended 
upon the death of the last prophets – Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi.

Jesus appeared on the scene approximately 350 years after prophecy had ended, and thus 
could not be a prophet.

Descendant of David

Many prophetic passages speak of a descendant of King David who will rule Israel during the 
age of perfection. (Isaiah 11:1-9; Jeremiah 23:5-6, 30:7-10, 33:14-16; Ezekiel 34:11-31, 37:21-
28; Hosea 3:4-5)

The Messiah must be descended on his father’s side from King David (see Genesis 49:10, 
Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5, 33:17; Ezekiel 34:23-24). According to the Christian claim that Jesus 
was the product of a virgin birth, he had no father – and thus could not have possibly fulfilled 
the messianic requirement of being descended on his father’s side from King David. (1)

According to Jewish sources, the Messiah will be born of human parents and possess normal 
physical attributes like other people. He will not be a demi-god, (2) nor will he possess super-
natural qualities.

Torah Observance

The Messiah will lead the Jewish people to full Torah observance. The Torah states that all 
mitzvot remain binding forever, and anyone coming to change the Torah is immediately identi-
fied as a false prophet. (Deut. 13:1-4)

Throughout the Christian “New Testament,” Jesus contradicts the Torah and states that its 
commandments are no longer applicable. For example, John 9:14 records that Jesus made 
a paste in violation of Shabbat, which caused the Pharisees to say (verse 16), “He does not 
observe Shabbat!”



Mistranslated Verses “Referring” to Jesus
Biblical verses can only be understood by studying the original Hebrew text – which reveals 
many discrepancies in the Christian translation.

Virgin Birth

The Christian idea of a virgin birth is derived from the verse in Isaiah 7:14 describing an “alma” 
as giving birth. The word “alma” has always meant a young woman, but Christian theologians 
came centuries later and translated it as “virgin.” This accords Jesus’ birth with the first centu-
ry pagan idea of mortals being impregnated by gods.

Suffering Servant

Christianity claims that Isaiah chapter 53 refers to Jesus, as the “suffering servant.”

In actuality, Isaiah 53 directly follows the theme of chapter 52, describing the exile and re-
demption of the Jewish people. The prophecies are written in the singular form because the 
Jews (“Israel”) are regarded as one unit. Throughout Jewish scripture, Israel is repeatedly 
called, in the singular, the “Servant of God” (see Isaiah 43:8). In fact, Isaiah states no less than 
11 times in the chapters prior to 53 that the Servant of God is Israel.

When read correctly, Isaiah 53 clearly [and ironically] refers to the Jewish people being 
“bruised, crushed and as sheep brought to slaughter” at the hands of the nations of the world. 
These descriptions are used throughout Jewish scripture to graphically describe the suffering 
of the Jewish people (see Psalm 44).

Isaiah 53 concludes that when the Jewish people are redeemed, the nations will recognize and 
accept responsibility for the inordinate suffering and death of the Jews.

Jewish Belief is Based Solely on National Revelation
Throughout history, thousands of religions have 
been started by individuals, attempting to convince 
people that he or she is God’s true prophet. But 
personal revelation is an extremely weak basis for 
a religion because one can never know if it is in-
deed true. Since others did not hear God speak to 
this person, they have to take his word for it. Even 
if the individual claiming personal revelation per-
forms miracles, they do not prove  he is a genuine 
prophet. All the miracles show – assuming they are 
genuine – is that he has certain powers. It has nothing to do with his claim of prophecy.

Judaism, unique among all of the world’s major religions, does not rely on “claims of miracles” 
as the basis for its religion. In fact, the Bible says that God sometimes grants the power of 
“miracles” to charlatans, in order to test Jewish loyalty to the Torah (Deut. 13:4).

Of the thousands of religions in human history, only Judaism bases its belief on national reve-
lation – i.e. God speaking to the entire nation. If God is going to start a religion, it makes sense 
He’ll tell everyone, not just one person.



Maimonides states (Foundations of Torah, ch. 8):

The Jews did not believe in Moses, our teacher, because of the miracles he performed. When-
ever anyone’s belief is based on seeing miracles, he has lingering doubts, because it is possible 
the miracles were performed through magic or sorcery. All of the miracles performed by Mo-
ses in the desert were because they were necessary, and not as proof of his prophecy. 

What then was the basis of [Jewish] belief? The Revelation at Mount Sinai, which we saw with 
our own eyes and heard with our own ears, not dependent on the testimony of others... as it 
says, “Face to face, God spoke with you...” The Torah also states: “God did not make this cove-
nant with our fathers, but with us – who are all here alive today.” (Deut. 5:3)

Judaism is not miracles. It is the personal eyewitness experience of every man, woman and 
child, standing at Mount Sinai 3,300 years ago.

Waiting for the Messiah
The world is in desperate need of Messianic redemp-
tion. To the extent that we are aware of the problems 
of society, is the extent we will yearn for redemption. 
As the Talmud says, one of the first questions asked 
of a Jew on Judgment Day is: “Did you yearn for the 
arrival of the Messiah?”

How can we hasten the coming of the Messiah? The 
best way is to love all humanity generously, to keep 

the mitzvot of the Torah (as best we can), and to encourage others to do so as well.

Despite the gloom, the world does seem headed toward redemption. One apparent sign is 
that the Jewish people have returned to the Land of Israel and made it bloom again. Addition-
ally, a major movement is afoot of young Jews returning to Torah tradition.

The Messiah can come any day, and it all depends on our actions. God is ready when we are. 
For as King David says: “Redemption will come today – if you hearken to His voice.”

Footnotes

(1) In response, it is claimed that Joseph adopted Jesus, and passed on his genealogy via adoption. 
There are two problems with this claim:

a) There is no biblical basis for the idea of a father passing on his tribal line by adoption. A priest who 
adopts a son from another tribe cannot make him a priest by adoption.

b) Joseph could never pass on by adoption that which he doesn’t have. Because Joseph descended 
from Jeconiah (Matthew 1:11) he fell under the curse of that king that none of his descendants could 
ever sit as king upon the throne of David (Jeremiah 22:30; 36:30). (Although Jeconiah repented as 
discussed in Talmud Sanhedrin 37a and elsewhere, it’s not at all clear from the early sources that his 
repentance was accepted to the degree that the royal line continued through him. See e.g. Bereishit 
Rabbah 98:7 that the line continued through Zedekiah.)

To answer this difficult problem, apologists claim that Jesus traces himself back to King David through 
his mother Mary, who allegedly descends from David, as shown in the third chapter of Luke. There are 
four basic problems with this claim:



a) There is no evidence that Mary descends from David. The third 
chapter of Luke traces Joseph’s genealogy, not Mary’s. 

b) Even if Mary can trace herself back to David, that doesn’t help 
Jesus, since tribal affiliation goes only through the father, not 
mother. cf. Numbers 1:18; Ezra 2:59. 

c) Even if family line could go through the mother, Mary was not 
from a legitimate messianic family. According to the Bible, the 
Messiah must be a descendent of David through his son Solomon 
(2-Samuel 7:14; 1-Chronicles 17:11-14, 22:9-10, 28:4-6). The third 
chapter of Luke is irrelevant to this discussion because it describes 
lineage of David’s son Nathan, not Solomon. (Luke 3:31) 

d) Luke 3:27 lists Shealtiel and Zerubbabel in his genealogy. These two also appear in Matthew 1:12 
as descendants of the cursed Jeconiah. If Mary descends from them, it would also disqualify her from 
being a messianic progenitor. 

(2) Maimonides devotes much of his “Guide for the Perplexed” to the fundamental idea that God is 
incorporeal, meaning that He assumes no physical form. God is eternal, above time. He is infinite, be-
yond space. He cannot be born, and cannot die. Saying that God assumes human form makes God small, 
diminishing both His unity and His divinity. As the Torah says: “God is not mortal” (Numbers 23:19).

Why Don’t Jews Celebrate  
Christmas? 
Rabbi Eliezer Breitowitz 
From Jewsforjudaism.ca

At this time of year the temptation for we Jews to join our fellow human beings in their holiday 
celebrations is very great. “Peace on earth, good will toward men.” The lights, the carols, the gift 
giving. Many Jews just don’t want to feel excluded. And to the extent that Christmas has become 
so secularized and commercialized, perhaps its observance is not a religious one at all?

May we as Jews join in Christian observances? There are a range of issues here. May a Jew 
attend a Church service? May he have a Christmas tree? May he give gifts to his Christian 
co-workers and employees?

Jewish law has well-articulated positions on these issues, but rather than jumping ahead to 
legal rulings, I would like to put the issues in a conceptual framework.

All the dilemmas can be reduced – I believe – to a single issue: Are the various religions ex-
clusive or are they compatible with one another? To illustrate: If I wanted to go to New York, 
there are many ways to get there. I could drive, I could take the train, or I could fly. For each 
of these alternatives there are sub-alternatives. Let’s say I decide to drive. I could go with the 
NY Thruway or by some other highway. Are religions similar? Are they just different ways of 
getting to the same end? Or do they lead to different destinations?

Rabbi Yosef Albo, Spanish Jewish philosopher (1380-1444) discussed this issue in his classic 
Sefer HaIkkarim, or Book of Fundamental Principles. He contends that, in a very theoretical 



sense, it would be possible for there to be several true religions with different rituals and 
practices all leading to the same objectives. Different societies, living in different settings, may 
need to be conditioned to moral and spiritual perfection in different ways. This would be anal-
ogous to people of different ages and different sizes having different nutritional needs.

The Torah itself makes distinctions between the Jewish people and B’nai Noach, for example.

But, argues the Sefer HaIkkarim, it would be inconceivable that there could be different theo-
logical systems that could all be true. That would be analogous to opposing systems of mathe-
matics where, in one, 2+2=4, and, in the other 2+2=5!

When you study classic works of medieval Jewish philosophy, such as the Moreh Nevuchim of 
the Rambam, it is interesting to note that, on fundamental theological issues, there is much 
common ground between Judaism and Islam. Much less so between Judaism and Christianity.

There are many points of disagreement between Judaism and Christianity, but I believe that 
there are at least five theological differences which are IRRECONCILABLE:

Definition of G-d

Judaism believes in pure monotheism and that G-d is removed from any physical body or 
form. Christianity accepts the concept of the Trinity – that the godhead is divided into three 
distinct personalities, one of which became incarnate in the body of Jesus.

Free Will vs. Original Sin

Judaism believes that every human being has the potential to be as righteous as Moses or as 
wicked as the worst Biblical villains. Christianity believes that every man is tainted by Original 
Sin and can only be justified in G-d’s eyes through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

Law vs. Faith

 Judaism believes that the Law/Torah is the royal road to perfection and justification in the 
eyes of G-d. Christianity takes the position that man cannot be justified through observance of 
the law, only through faith and the acceptance of Jesus. (See Roman 3, 7, and 10; Galatians 2.)

Redefinition of the Messianic Role

Judaism believes that the role of the Messiah is to deliver the Jewish people from exile and 
oppression. By this definition, the Messianic claim of Jesus is impossible. Christianity, by rede-
fining the role of the Messiah as liberator from the burden of sin, makes the Messianic claim 
of Jesus possible.

Definition of the Chosen People

Judaism believes in the biological community of the descendants of Abraham. Christianity sees 
itself as the “New Israel” – as a faith community of those who accept Jesus.

There are several Biblical commandments that have relevance to any discussion of Jews’ par-
ticipation in Christian celebrations:

Leviticus 3:4 – You shall not turn to the worthless idols.

Leviticus 20:23 – You shall not go in the ways of the nations.



Why Jews Don’t believe in Jesus
From beingjewish.com

It’s a very popular question. Why don’t Jews believe Jesus was the Messiah? Aren’t the proofs 
convincing?

This is a sensitive issue, and it is hoped that no one will be offended by the candid answer 
provided here.

We do not believe that it is prophesied that the Messiah will be crucified. We do not believe 
that the Messiah will be the son of G-d. We do not believe that he will be raised from the 
dead any more than anyone else. We do not believe that he will appear twice, in what some 
Christians call a second coming. We do not believe that the Messiah will be our “savior” in the 
sense that he will redeem us from our sins.

These are all fascinating claims to make concerning anyone, but they are all irrelevant to the 
Messiah for whom the Jews have awaited these three thousand years. None of these things 
are prophesied in the Jewish Bible.

What then is this Messiah for whom we wait? The Messiah will be a mortal man, born of a 
normal man and woman. He will be a man very learned in all sections of the Torah, and he will 
be a very righteous man. He will be of the undisputed scion of David through his father. He will 
become uncontested ruler in the Land of Israel over all the People of Israel, that is, all Twelve 
Tribes of Israel. He will have at least one son, who will be king after the Messiah dies a normal 
death at an advanced age.

He will be as described by the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 11:2-4): “full of wisdom and understand-
ing, counsel and might, knowledge and the fear of G-d . . . he will smite the tyrant with the rod 
of his mouth, and slay the wicked with the breath of his lips . . .” (Maimonides explains this last 
as merely a parable, and not to be taken literally.)

Still, the Messiah will primarily be a prince of peace. As it says (Isaiah 52:7) “How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace.”

The Messiah will bring an end to all suffering and war. He will rescue the Children of Israel 



from exile. He will teach the world how to revere truth, and they will all return to G-d (though 
not necessarily to Judaism). All forms of warfare will be abolished.

The Torah will be strengthened by the teachings and practices of the Messiah. It will not be 
weakened nor changed in the slightest.

The Jews will no longer be subjugated 
nor oppressed by other nations. (In fact, 
there will be no oppression or subjuga-
tion anywhere in the world, by anyone 
against anyone.) The Jews will be free in 
the Land of Israel. We will have the Holy 
Temple once again. We will have the 
full body of the Law restored by the full 
Sanhedrin and all lesser courts. And the 
Messiah will do all this on his first try. 
Indeed, this is how we will know he is 
the Messiah.

These are the main prophecies that the Torah tells us concerning the Messiah. The man who 
causes these to happen will be the Messiah. Since these have not happened, the Messiah, the 
one foretold by the Torah, has not yet come.

It will be through these signs that he will be recognized. It will not be through miracles, nor 
through resurrection of the dead, nor through any new creation. It will be through the total 
rescue we will undergo (as described in brief above) that we will know the Messiah.

And in truth, we await the Redemption more than we await the Messiah. The Messiah will be 
G-d’s messenger and vehicle for that Redemption.

And that is a very important point. We await our rescue from exile and an end to all human 
suffering in this world. The Messiah’s purpose is not to make it possible for us to go to Heaven. 
The Torah teaches us how to do that already.

The man the Christians worship may have been a good person, and he may have taught many 
good things. (Although I hasten to point out that there are many teachings in the Christian 
Bible that are completely unacceptable to Orthodox Jews, and incompatible to the teachings 
of the Torah.) But he was not the Messiah for whom we await and have long awaited. He may 
have been crucified, and that’s a horrible thing. But that merely proves to us that he was not 
the Messiah.

He was not the son of G-d any more than we all are; precisely no more or less. The very 
thought is repugnant to a Jewish person. G-d having a son in that manner? We shudder at the 
suggestion.

Nor do we believe he was resurrected. But even if he was, that would not make him the Mes-
siah.

All this that is claimed about Jesus is irrelevant. It has nothing to do with the Messiah. There 
will indeed be a resurrection, but not at the time of the Messiah’s coming. That will be later.



The Jewish faith has no place for most of the Christian Messiah beliefs. Nor is there any way 
to reconcile Jesus with the Jewish concept of the Messiah. The two concepts have very little in 
common.

We still await the Messiah, and our faith is still strong.

The teachings of Chanukah are as radiant and penetrating as light itself and are certainly not 
confined to one holiday or custom. The fight for freedom and independence, the protection of 
our sacred beliefs and its universal message are the teachings the Maccabees have handed us. 
May we be true to the task entrusted to us.

Join us at shul this week...
Three Torah Shabbos at the Carnegie Shul 

Shabbos, Chanukah, and Rosh Chodesh-Tevet

Three holidays, three Torahs, three readings  
with comments by Dr. Larry Block 

Beginning 9:20am

Yahrzeit Plaques
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque 
in his or her memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful 
plaques, mounted on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved 
one’s yahrzeit, Yom Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The 
names are also read aloud from the Bimah during services on 
the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To purchase 
a plaque, for only $175, please email Mike Roteman at mr-
mike7777@yahoo.com.

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor 
or in memory of a loved one, for only $36. 
Your sponsorship will be announced from the 
bimah and in the weekly Chatter. To sponsor 
a Kiddush, email mrmike7777@yahoo.com.

Sponsor a Kiddush




