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Have Faith —  
and Celebrate
The world is a crazy place. It 
is a scary place. I guess we all 
know that.  

But it is the world in which 
we live, and we cannot let 
the craziness get the best of 
us.

And so we carry on as a 
people, as a religion, and as a 
Shul. And we make our Shul 
as secure as possible in these 
troubled times.

And we plan for our future as 
we enter into lease negotia-
tions that will help assure our 
long term financial viability. 

And we celebrate our holiday 
and rejoice in the miracle of 
Chanukah, knowing that no 
foe has ever been able to 
vanquish the Jewish people, 
and with God’s protection, no 
foe ever will. 

So enjoy the holiday, light 
your candles, spin your drei-
dles, and eat some Latkes.  

L’chayim!

Shul Building News
The Carnegie Shul has recently been approached by the 
Carnegie Performing Arts Center about leasing our social 
hall to use as class space for the school.  CPAC would 
also lease storage space in the basement. The space 
would be used only during the school year, and would 
not be used on the High Holidays or when we are hold-
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ing services in the sanctuary, and we would still have access to our kitchen and rest rooms that 
are in the basement.

CPAC would lease the space from us for $2000 a month, money that we could use for physical 
improvements to our building such as a new roof, new windows, and HVAC system upgrades.

At its December meeting, after considerable discussion, the Shul Board voted unanimously to 
enter into lease negotiations with CPAC.

We will keep the membership appraised as these negotiations move forward.

Chanukah
Chanukah is rapidly approaching, and with it 
we celebrate again the victory of the Macca-
bees over the tyranny of Antiochus and the 
Greeks.

This week, yet another modern day attack 
against the Jewish people took place, this 
time in a Kosher market right next door to a 
Chabad synagogue in Jersey City, New Jersey. 
Six people, including the perpetrators, a po-
lice officer, and two Jews who were inside the 
store, were killed.

And it could have been worse, as the police 
found a viable pipe bomb in the shooters’ van 
outside of the store.

As we prepare for the joyous celebration of 
Chanukah, remain faithful to the words of the 
Chanukah song, Maoz Tzur, and let us pray 
that Hashem will continue to be our sheltering tower, and that His arm will avail us, and His 
word will break our enemy’s sword today as it did in ancient times.

Rock of Ages let our song, 
Praise thy saving power; 
Thou amidst the raging foes, 
Wast our sheltering tower.

Furiously they assailed us, 
But Thine arm availed us 
And Thy word broke their sword, 
When our own strength failed us. 
And Thy word broke their sword, 
When our own strength failed us.



Presidential Executive Order
A day after the attack in Jersey City, 
President Trump was expected to sign an 
Executive Order that defines Judaism as 
a nationality and not just a religion. Here 
is a report from the New York Post:

President Trump plans to sign an ex-
ecutive order Wednesday that defines 
Judaism as a nationality and not just a 
religion — in an effort to combat an-
ti-Semitism on college campuses, ac-
cording to the White House.

In the order, the president is expected to tell the Department of Education to consider the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s definition of anti-Semitism when evaluating 
discrimination complaints under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act.

That definition says anti-Semitism may include “targeting of the state of Israel.”

Title VI prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color and national origin at colleges and 
universities that receive federal funding.

Defining Jewish people also as an ethnic group allows the government to consider discrimina-
tion against them as a violation of a key civil rights law, which means schools could lose federal 
funding if they fail to fight discrimination against Jewish students.

“There’s been a lot of unclarity surrounding the application of Title VI to Jewishness, basically, 
because of a question about whether Jewishness is primarily a religion — in which case Title 
VI would not apply to anti-Semitic discrimination — or whether it’s a race or national origin,” a 
senior administration official told reporters, the Washington Post reported.

“This EO will clarify that Title VI applies to anti-Semitism,” the official added.

Another official insisted the order was not intended to limit freedom of expression and was 
not aimed at suppressing the boycott, divestment, sanctions movement, known as BDS, which 
aims to “end international support for Israel’s oppression of Palestinians” and boycott Israel 
for its activities in the West Bank and Gaza.

The Israeli government has urged allies to rein 
in the boycott movement, while its supporters 
deny anti-Semitism charges and describe them-
selves as critical of Israeli decision-making, not 
Jews.

A third official said the order is a response to a 
rise in the number of anti-Semitic incidents on 
campuses and would mean that Jewish students 
who face religious discrimination have the same 



kind of recourse as black students who face 
racism.

Jared Kushner, the president’s son-in-law and a 
senior White House adviser, pushed for the ex-
ecutive order, according to the New York Times, 
which first reported about the executive order.

Reports of the order drew widespread reaction 
from Jewish groups.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center welcomed the 
order, tweeting that it “sends a global message 
at a time of surging anti-Semitism on both sides of Atlantic.”

Israeli Foreign Minister Yisrael Katz called on other countries to follow the Trump administra-
tion’s lead, according to CNN.

“These are significant steps in the ongoing fight against anti-Semitism and the BDS movement 
on college campuses,” Katz said in a statement.

But Jeremy Ben-Ami, who heads the progressive Jewish advocacy group J Street, argued that 
the order was designed to have a “chilling effect on free speech and to crack down on campus 
critics of Israel” rather than fight anti-Semitism.

“We feel it is misguided and harmful for the White House to unilaterally declare a broad range 
of nonviolent campus criticism of Israel to be anti-Semitic, especially at a time when the prime 
driver of anti-Semitism in this country is the xenophobic, white nationalist far-right,” he said in 
a statement.

Yahrzeit Plaques
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque 
in his or her memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful 
plaques, mounted on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved 
one’s yahrzeit, Yom Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The 
names are also read aloud from the Bimah during services on 
the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To purchase 
a plaque, for only $175, please email Mike Roteman at mr-

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor 
or in memory of a loved one, for only $36. 
Your sponsorship will be announced from the 
bimah and in the weekly Chatter. To sponsor 
a Kiddush, email mrmike7777@yahoo.com.

Sponsor a Kiddush






