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Be Happy
Last week we mentioned that 
Sukkos is a holiday on which 
we are supposed to be happy 
and Simchas Torah is certainly 
another holiday to be en-
joyed. It is, after all, a rejoic-
ing of the Torah.  

When I was a child, Simchas 
Torah was my favorite holiday. 
The Torahs were carried in 
procession around the Shul, 
the kids followed with Torah 
flags, and we were given crisp 
apples and choclolate bars.

What’s not to like?

But as an adult, even though 
I still find the holiday to be 
mostly exhilarating, there is a 
bit of sadness in it for me be-
cause the holiday includes the 
reading of the last parshah 
of the Torah. This parshah 
includes the death of Moses, 
the greatest prophet of all, 
the humble servant of God 
who confronted Pharoaoh, 
and who led the Children of 
Israel through the wilderness 
for forty years, but who was 
denied the opportunity to 
cross over into the Holy Land 
himself. Yes, Moses was the 
greatest man to have ever 
walked the face of this earth, 
and reading of his passing al-
ways brings a tear to my eye.  

The Holidays Wind Down
And so the Holiday season is about to come to an end, as the 
eight days of Sukkos are concluded and we observe Shemini 
Atzeras and Simchas Torah on Monday and Tuesday.

Below is an article from judaism101 explaining the celebration 
of these two holidays.

Shemini Atzeret and  
Simchat Torah
• Significance: A follow-up to Sukkot; the completion of the 

annual cycle of Torah readings

• Length: 2 days (Some: 1 day)

• Customs: Limited “dwelling” in the sukkah; dancing and rejoic-
ing with Torah scrolls

...On the fifteenth day of this seventh month is the Festival 
of Sukkot, seven days for the L-RD... on the eighth day, 
there shall be a holy convocation for you. — Leviticus 23:34
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Tishri 22, the day after the seventh day of Sukkot, is the holiday Shemini Atzeret. In Israel, Shemini 
Atzeret is also the holiday of Simchat Torah. Outside of Israel, where extra days of holidays are held, 
only the second day of Shemini Atzeret is Simchat Torah: Shemini Atzeret is Tishri 22 and 23, while 
Simchat Torah is Tishri 23. 

Meaning of the Holidays
These two holidays are commonly thought of as part of Sukkot, but 

that is technically incorrect; Shemini Atzeret is a holiday in its own 
right and does not involve some of the special observances of Suk-

kot. We do not take up the lulav and etrog on these days, and our 
dwelling in the sukkah is more limited, and performed without 
reciting a blessing. 

Shemini Atzeret literally means “the assembly of the eighth 
(day).” Rabbinic literature explains the holiday this way: our 

Creator is like a host, who invites us as visitors for a limited time, 
but when the time comes for us to leave, He has enjoyed himself so 

much that He asks us to stay another day. Another related explanation:  
                                        Sukkot is a holiday intended for all of mankind, but when Sukkot is over, the  
                         Creator invites the Jewish people to stay for an extra day, for a more intimate celebration. 

Simchat Torah means “Rejoicing in the Torah.” This holiday marks the completion of the annual cycle of 
weekly Torah readings. Each week in synagogue we publicly read a few chapters from the Torah, start-
ing with Genesis Ch. 1 and working our way around to Deuteronomy 34. On Simchat Torah, we read 
the last Torah portion, then proceed immediately to the first chapter of Genesis, reminding us that the 
Torah is a circle, and never ends. 

This completion of the readings is a time of great celebration. There are processions around the syna-
gogue carrying Torah scrolls and plenty of high-spirited singing and dancing in the synagogue with the 
Torahs. Drinking is also common during this time; in fact, a traditional source recommends performing 
the priestly blessing earlier than usual in the service, to make sure the kohanim are not drunk when 
the time comes! As many people as possible are given the honor of an aliyah (reciting a blessing over 
the Torah reading); in fact, even children are called for an aliyah blessing on Simchat Torah. In addition, 
as many people as possible are given the honor of carrying a Torah scroll in these processions. Children 
do not carry the scrolls (they are much too heavy!), but often follow the procession around the syna-
gogue, sometimes carrying small toy Torahs (stuffed plush toys or paper scrolls). 

In some synagogues, confirmation ceremonies or ceremonies marking the beginning of a child’s Jewish 
education are held at this time. 

Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah are holidays on which work is not permitted.

Carnegie Shul Holiday Services
Shemini Atzeres
Monday, October 21
Morning Service ................ 9:20 am
Yizkor  ................................ 1:00 am
Musaf .............................. 11:40 am

Simchas Torah
Tuesday, October 22
Morning Service  ............... 9:20 am



Yahrzeit Plaques
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit 
plaque in his or her memory at the Carnegie Shul. 
These beautiful plaques, mounted on the sanctuary 
walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom Kip-
pur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The names are 
also read aloud from the Bimah during services on 
the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To 
purchase a plaque, for only $175, please email Mike 
Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com.

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in 
honor or in memory of a loved one, for only 
$36. Your sponsorship will be announced 
from the bimah and in the weekly Chatter. 
To sponsor a Kiddush, email mrmike7777@
yahoo.com.

Sponsor a Kiddush

Remember. Repair. Together.
Honoring the lives lost in the October 27, 2018 attack on three Pittsburgh  

synagogues— Congregation Dor Hadash, New Light Congregation and  
Tree of Life * Or L’Simcha Congregation

A commemorative day of service, study and community.

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh

For information, visit www. jewishpgh.org/help-jewish-pittsburgh-heal 
or call the Jewish Federation at 412-681-8000.

Community  
Service

October 27, 2019
11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Choose from 28  
opportunities.

Registration closes  
Tuesday, October 22  

at midnight 

Torah Study
October 27, 2019

2:00 – 4:00 pm
Reserve space in one  

or both sessions

2:00 – 2:45 pm Session 1

2:45 – 3:00 pm Break  
and Refreshments

3:00 – 3:45 pm Session 2

Community  
Gathering

October 27, 2019
5:00 – 6:00 pm

Soldiers & Sailors  
Memorial

4141 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213


