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What’s in a Name?

My Rabbi when I was growing up 
was named Pinchas N. Gross.   

We grew up in suburbia, surround-
ed by kids with names like Jimmy, 
Billy, Joey, and Tommy. We didn’t 
know anyone with a Jewish name 
like Pinchas.

Today, however, and especially 
among the Orthodox, using Jewish 
names is quite the norm. Go to 
Community Day School, or Hillel 
Academy,, or the Yeshiva Schoo 
in Pittsburgh, and you will meet 
many kids with names like Zvi, or 
Neftali, or Tsiporah, or Rivkie.  

We made fun of Rabbi Gross’s 
name. It is  nice that kids today 
can use the names that are a part 
of our Jewish tradition and history.

But what about when they ven-
ture out of the Orthodox commu-
nities or a place like Squirrel Hill 
where hey are part of a predomi-
nantly Jewish community?

What if they go to college at a 
school that is not so Jewish? Or if 
they get a job at a predominantly 
Goyish company?

Do they Americanize their names?  
Is that a concession that they 
should not be willing to make?

What do you think?

Celebrate with the 
Jewish Community
Let’s Start With Baseball!

You all know how much I love baseball and the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, so let’s start today’s Chatter with a plug for the 
Pirates annual “Jewish Heritage Night” at PNC Park on 
Wednesday, August 21. Game time is 7:05 
p.m., as the Bucs take on the Washington 
Nationals.

Each game ticket purchased will include 
a limited edition “Pittsburgh Strong” (in 
Hebrew) t-shirt. For an extra $5, enjoy a 
pre-game kosher BBQ meal in the picnic 
park!

Light Candles 8:23 pm     Shabbat Services 9:20 am 



For more information and tickets: www.mlb.com/pirates/tickets/specials/jewish-heritage

And, speaking of baseball, did you know that two of the eight players who recently participated in the 
Home Run Derby held in conjunction with the MLB All Star Game were Jewish?

Unfortunately, the Home Run Derby brackets had the two Jews, Alex Bregman of he Astros and Joc 
Pederson of the Dodgers, matched up against each other in the first round. It was quite a battle, but 
Pederson edged out Bregman 21 homers to 16. Then, in an epic second round matchup, Pederson 
slammed 39 homers, but lost to Vladimir Guerrero Jr of the Blue Jays 40-39.

And, still speaking of baseball, be sure to catch the new movie, “The Spy Behind Home Plate,” if you 
get a chance. Produced by Aviva Kempner, who also gave us the excellent documentary, “The Life and 
Times of Hank Greenberg,” the movie tells the story of Moe Berg, the former Big League catcher, who 
also spied for the United States during World War II. Berg was the subject of a previous movie and a 
book, The Catcher Was a Spy, with which you might be familiar.  

And another film about Jews in baseball, “Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel,” is currently playing 
at the Regent Square theater.

Pinchas
In this week’s parshah, entitled Pinchas, Moses empowers Joshua to 
succeed him and lead the people into the Land of Israel.

What a tremendous challenge that was to be.  

The Torah itself ends with the death of Moses, and so we do not read 
every week about what happened when Joshua and the Children of Isra-
el crossed into the Holy Land. Nor do we read about the chaos that took 
place for many years thereafter in the time of the kings.

To learn more about this period we must turn to the Books of Kings, 
or you can read a book which I recently read, Josephus, the Essential 
Works: A Condensation of Jewish Antiquities and The Jewish War, which 
is available in the Mt. Lebanon library.  

As we frequently read in the Torah, and as we discover in reading about 
the time of our Kings, we Jewish people have often been our own worst 
enemy.

Honor Your Loved Ones
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or her 
memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful plaques, mounted on the 
sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom Kippur, and days 
when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read aloud from the Bimah dur-
ing services on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. 

Or sponsor a kiddush in honor or in memory of a loved one; your sponsorship will be announced from 
the bimah and in the weekly Chatter. To purchase a plaque, for only $175 or sponsor a kiddush for 
only $36, please email Mike Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com.




