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Building Unity

I must admit, until a few years 
ago I knew nothing of the Purim 
mitzvah of Mishloach Manos. 
But now I know, and what a 
wonderful tradition it is.

Mishloach Manos, Hebrew for 
“sending of portions,” involves 
sending of gifts of food to family 
and friends.

Why? Because after defeating 
Haman and their enemies, the 
Jews celebrated with “a day of 
feasting, rejoicing and sending 
portions of food one to anoth-
er” (Megillah Esther, 9:19)..

By giving Mishloach Manos we 
also demonstrate the unity of 
the Jewish people as they stood 
together, countering Haman’s 
description of the Jewish peo-
ple as scattered and divided.

What a wonderful concept 
– Jews standing together as 
one against our oppressors. 
Sadly, today we often hear of 
Jews condemning each other 
publically, possibly encouraging 
those who mean to do us harm.

Here’s hoping that more Jews do 
the mitzvah of Mishloach Manos 
and stand united against anyone 
who seeks to harm us or our Jew-
ish homeland, the State of Israel. 

Let the Fun Begin!
But don’t forget the meaning
Purim, one of the most joyous holidays on the Jewish calendar, 
is celebrated every year on the 14th of the Hebrew month of 
Adar, this year on Wednesday night, March 20, through Thurs-
day, March 21 (March 22 in Jerusalem). It commemorates the 
salvation of the Jewish people in ancient Persia from Haman’s 
plot “to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews, young and old, 
infants and women, in a single day,” as recorded in the Megillah 
(book of Esther).
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The story, from chabad.org:

The Persian Empire of the 4th century BCE 
extended over 127 lands, and all the Jews 
were its subjects. When King Ahasuerus had 
his wife, Queen Vashti, executed for failing 
to follow his orders, he arranged a beauty 
pageant to find a new queen. A Jewish girl, 
Esther, found favor in his eyes and became the 
new queen, though she refused to divulge her 
nationality.

Meanwhile, the Jew-hating Haman was ap-
pointed prime minister of the empire. Mor-
dechai, the leader of the Jews (and Esther’s 

cousin), defied the king’s orders and refused to bow to Haman. Haman was incensed, and he convinced 
the king to issue a decree ordering the extermination of all the Jews on the 13th of Adar, a date estab-
lished when Haman drew lots, “Purim” in ancient Persian.

Mordechai galvanized all the Jews, convincing them to repent, fast and pray to G d. Meanwhile, Esther 
asked the king and Haman to join her for a feast. At a subsequent feast, Esther revealed to the king her 
Jewish identity. Haman was hanged, Mordechai was appointed prime minister in his stead, and a new 
decree was issued, granting the Jews the right to defend themselves against their enemies.

On the 13th of Adar, the Jews mobilized and killed many of their enemies. On the 14th of Adar, they 
rested and celebrated. In the capital city of Shushan, they took one more day to finish the job.

There are four Purim mitzvahs:
• Reading of the Megillah (book of Esther), 

which recounts the story of the Purim mir-
acle. This is done once on the eve of Purim 
and then again on the following day.

• Giving money gifts to at least two poor 
people.

• Sending gifts of two kinds of food to at 
least one person.

• A festive Purim feast, which often includes 
wine or other intoxicating beverages.

It is customary for children (and adults, if they 
desire) to dress up in costumes on Purim for 
several reasons, most notably the following:

In contrast to the overt miracles of the holidays of Passover, Chanukah and other Jewish holidays, the 
miracle of the holiday of Purim was disguised in natural events. The custom of wearing costumes on 
Purim is an allusion to the nature of the Purim miracle, where the details of the story are really mira-
cles hidden within natural events. Thus, we “hide” in costumes.

Below is an interesting and inspiring article from aish.com about the meaning of the holiday.



When God is Hidden: The Meaning of Purim
Mar 12, 2019  |  by Slovie Jungreis-Wolff

“These days will be remembered and kept in each generation, 
in every family, land and city. These days of Purim will never be 
abandoned by the Jews, nor shall their memory die out among 
their children.”

Every year the Scroll of Esther must be read aloud in public, 
usually in the community synagogue. All adult Jewish men and 
women are given an obligation to hear every single word to 
fulfill the mitzvah.

Why? Don’t the other Jewish holidays have miracles far greater and wondrous? And why is Purim 
uniquely celebrated specifically through reading the Megillah?

Here is the message that sears into the heart and soul of every Jew throughout the centuries. The 
message that whispers to us in the silence of the night: “Do not be afraid. Even if it feels as if I am so 
far away, hidden and concealed. I will never abandon you, My dear children.”

The miracles of Chanukah and Passover, the shelter of Sukkot all speak openly about the hand of God 
in our lives. Divine intervention swooped down and saved the nation of Israel. We sing about the re-
vealed miracles. There is no denying the obvious. How could one not believe? A scroll is not necessary.

But what happens when there is miracle after miracle yet no one seems to see the explosion of God’s 
mighty hand in this world? When God’s voice is masked by nature seeming to take its natural course?

Purim’s miracles were intentionally hidden. Esther happened to be chosen. She happened to be Jewish. 
Achashverosh happened to be taken by her. We had one of our own in the palace and wow, were we 
lucky! Mordechai happened to hear the plot to kill the king. Haman happened to erect the gallows 
upon which he was eventually hanged.

There is no luck or coincidence here. It’s all meant to be, directed behind the scenes by God’s guiding hand.

The name of God is nowhere to be found explicitly in the Book of Esther. It is only alluded to, hidden, 
waiting to be found. God purposefully concealed His name to teach us that there are times that great 
miracles are camouflaged, waiting 
to be discovered.

We all go through times that we 
believe that we are alone, on our 
own. Sometimes they are moments 
of great success. We think it’s all 
about being at the right place in the 
right time, karma, or our very own 
abilities.

We are ignorant or indifferent to 
God’s mighty hand in our lives. 
Propelling us forward, showering us 
with blessing. It is up to us to truly 
see and recognize the Source of life 
in our days.



Then there are those moments of darkness. We are bewildered. What happened to me? How am I ever 
going to get out of this? Where is God? I feel so abandoned. Why is God hiding?

Our people thought the same when the holy Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. We were sent into 
exile. Dispersed as the smoke and fire rose over our once glorious Temple. Fear spread from one to 
another. Can it be that God has abandoned us forever?

The Book of Esther teaches us that even in the darkness of exile, even in the looming shadows, we 
must never fear. God is watching over us. Perhaps His hand seems hidden. Perhaps the healing seems 
to be taking forever. We wonder, does God even care?

Beneath the heavy clouds is the hand of God, tenderly watching over us.

I was born upon the ashes of the Hol-
ocaust. My birth and the birth of my 
siblings were all hidden miracles. And 
each day we must only look to see 
God peering at us through the curtains 
of the heavens. Guiding us. Protecting 
us. Calling out to us. Granting us life.

We each have our own personal scroll 
to write. Purim gives us the message 
of courage and strength to seek the 
hidden hand of God through the dark 
clouds. This is the true definition of 
faith.

Yahrzeit Plaques
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque 
in his or her memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful 
plaques, mounted on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved 
one’s yahrzeit, Yom Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. 
The names are also read aloud from the Bimah during servic-
es on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To pur-
chase a plaque, for only $175, please email Mike Roteman at 
mrmike7777@yahoo.com.

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor or in 
memory of a loved one, for only $36. Your sponsorship 
will be announced from the bimah and in the weekly 
Chatter. To sponsor a Kiddush, email mrmike7777@
yahoo.com.

Sponsor a Kiddush





The Rabbi William Sajowitz Endowment Fund
of Temple Emanuel of South Hills and 
South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh Present:

General Admission Tickets: $5
Tickets: www.templeemanuelpgh.org

In partnership with Beth El Congregation, South Hills JCC,  
The Carnegie Shul, JCC of Greater Pittsburgh, and Shalom Pittsburgh.

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019  /  7:00 PM
Hollywood Theater
1449 Potomac Avenue, 15216

EVENING 
DAN 

LIBENSON

Special VIP 
Ticket Package

$25
Includes Pre-Event Meet 
& Greet, hors d'oeuvres

& Reserved Seating

host of "Judaism Unbound" podcast”

THE OTHER TEN COMMANDMENTS: 
THE LIFE-CHANGING MAGIC OF TIDYING-UP JUDAISM




