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The Book of 
Miracles

So, why do I find the Book 
of Exodus so special?

Well, it is the book that 
introduces us to Moses 
and tells us of the de-
liverance of the Jewish 
people from bondage 
in Egypt, and the book 
in which we receive the 
Ten Commandments and 
the Torah. It is also the 
book in which Moses 
encounters the burning 
bush and we read of the 
parting of the Red Sea.

— Continued
Hope and Redemption
This Saturday we start the  
reading of the Book of Exodus 
with Torah portion Shemos.

The Book of Exodus is my 
favorite book of the Torah and 
Shemos is my favorite portion, 
as it was my Bar Mitzvah por-
tion way back when.

Usually I write about the Torah 
portion, not the Haftorah, the 
reading from the prophets. 
But today I would like to share 
he commentary on my Bar 
Mitzvah haftorah, Shemos, 
from myjewishlearning.com. 

Candlelighting 4:73pm       Shabbat Services 9:20am

Shabbat Shalom



It is absolutely a miracu-
lous story. But some say 
it is just that, a story.

They question whether 
or not the Red Sea really 
parted. They question 
the plagues God put 
upon Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians to help secure 
our freedom. 

They claim that these mir-
acles were only stories.

Some say that Moses 
did not receive the Torah 
from God, but spent 
forty days on Mt. Sinai 
writing the Torah him-
self. They say that it is 
just a story written by 
Moses, not the word of 
God.

It’s sad that some do not 
have faith and cannot 
believe in the power of 
God.  

Miracles do occur each 
and every day.  The 
Torah is full of them. The 
world around us is full 
of them.  These daily 

miracles are 
so easy to see. 
All you have to 
do is look and 
believe. 

Parashat Shemos, Exodus 1: 1-6:1
Samaria, the capitol of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, was de-
stroyed by the Assyrians in 721 BCE. In the Haftarah read by 
Ashkenazi Jews this week, Isaiah gives a prophecy concerning 
Israel, explaining why it fell to its enemies, but also giving hope for 
a future of redemption.

Though Isaiah’s primary concern is to bring a message of doom 
for Israel, he begins noting that eventually, “Israel shall sprout and 
blossom, and the face of the world shall be covered with fruit” 
(Isaiah 27:6).

Immediately following this statement of forthcoming redemption, 
Isaiah launches into a tirade against the Israelites and their worship 
of the Syrian goddess Asherah. He chastises the leaders and priests 
of Israel, calling them drunk, implying that their judgment is poor. 
Isaiah is outright disgusted by the behavior of Israelites, saying, 
“Yea, all tables are covered with vomit and filth, so that no space is 
left” (Isaiah 28:8).

But the people are not receptive to the words of the prophet, and 
Isaiah promises that as long as they refuse to repent, “they shall 
fall backward, and be injured and snared and captured” (Isaiah 
28:13).

Though much of what Isaiah has to say is pessimistic and angry, 
the rabbis chose to end the haftarah with two lines from a later 
chapter (Isaiah 29:22-23). These lines emphasize the redemption 
that will come to the people from God, just as it came for Abraham 
and his descendants

Connection to Parashat Shemos
In Parashat Shemos the people of Israel are enslaved by the Egyp-
tians, suffering greatly at the hands of others. Finally, Moses arrives 
and begins to move the people toward redemption.

Similarly, in Isaiah, 
the people in the 
Kingdom of Israel 
suffered greatly, 
though in this case 
it is suffering that 
has been brought 
on by their own 
lack of faith in God, 
and by the corrup-
tion and greed of 
their leaders. Isaiah 
brings them a mes-
sage of hope and 
redemption.



Honor Your Loved Ones
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or her 
memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful plaques, mounted on the 
sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom Kippur, and days 
when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read aloud from the Bimah dur-
ing services on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. 

Or sponsor a kiddush in honor or in memory of a loved one; your sponsorship will be announced from 
the bimah and in the weekly Chatter. 

To purchase a plaque, for only $175 or sponsor a kiddush for only $36, please email Mike Roteman at 
mrmike7777@yahoo.com.

Carnegie Stage (Off the Wall Theater), in cooperation with  
Classrooms Without Borders, presents 

Etty
A moving one-woman play set during the Holocaust 
Adapted and performed by Susan Stein •  Directed by Austin Pendleton 

Etty Hillesum’s life ended at Auschwitz when she was only 29 years old. In 
the play, drawn entirely from Hillesum’s diaries and letters of 1941-1943, 
we meet a remarkable young Dutch woman: insightful, determined, poetic, 
sensual. Through the voice of actress Susan Stein, Hillesum speaks directly 
to her audience, frankly, and with compassion — even for the enemy. Seeking the meaning of her 
life — and all life — during the terror of Nazi occupation, Hillesum discovers a reality she calls God 
and opens herself to the power of being fully alive and present, bearing witness to the catastro-
phe unfolding around her. In her gentle yet forthright way, Hillesum asks us not to leave her at 
Auschwitz, but to let her have a “little bit of a say” in what she hopes will be a new world.

For more information and tickets: https://www.carnegiestage.com/etty-the-play

Chabad of the South Hills presents 

“Tips to Authentic Happiness”  
with Sharon Saul, psychologist

Thursday January  3, 2019 
7:30 PM 
Chabad of the South Hills, 1701 McFarland Road

Hot tea and refreshments

RSVP to Batya Rosenblum at batya@chabadsh.com  
or (412) 344-2424.

Carnegie Stage 
25 W Main St. • Carnegie, PA 15106

February 7, 7pm
February 8 & 9, 8pm






