
    

 
Candle lighting time is 5:07 

Shabbos services are at 9:20 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

You Count – Or 
Could! 
So, now I am in Florida until 
spring.  In January, Harvey 
Levine will be going to Florida 
for a couple of months.  
Subtract two from our regular 
Shabbos minyan group. 

Winter weather will also 
restrict travel and make some 
feel like rolling over, pulling up 
the covers, and going back to 
bed. 

But we need to keep our 
minyans going. 

The reading of the Torah is 
essential to our Jewish faith.  It 
tells us not only our history, 
but also how to live a better 
life every single day. 

And we need to be able to say 
Kaddish and mourn for our 
loved ones who have gone 
before us. 

I know it is a recurring theme of 
the Chatter, but we need you 
to keep these minyans, the 
most important part of what 
we do at our Shul, alive. 

          And so I beg you, come to  
         Shul on Saturday morning.  
                           It doesn’t have 
                          to  be every  
                    Saturday, but maybe  
                once a month? You  
                 will be doing a great  
               mitzvah! 

 

Commonalities: More Than 
You Might Think 
This week, Ellen and I made our annual journey to our winter home in 
Lakewood Ranch, Florida. Along the way we stopped in the town of Cherokee, 
North Carolina, located adjacent to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
and Blue Ridge Parkway, and home to more than 12,500 members of the 
Cherokee Indian nation. 

While in Cherokee, we had the opportunity to have a very long and interesting 
conversation with a young Cherokee man, during which we discussed many 
aspects of Indian life (they do prefer to be called Cherokee or Indian, not 
Native American) and the Cherokee religious tradition (though many were 
converted by missionaries to Christianity). We found many similarities  
to our own Jewish faith. And, interestingly, the young man that we  
spoke to at length had several Jewish friends in college and knew a  
great deal about Judaism and could even recite several prayers,  
including the Shema, in Hebrew. 

 

Candlelighting 6:16pm                              Shabbat Services 9:20am 



It turns out that the Cherokee spiritual beliefs also include a 
single creator, who revealed himself to Cherokee elders in fire 
upon their highest mountain. (Moses and the burning bush?) 
Their creator made a covenant with them, and gave them a 
set of laws to live by, laws which stressed caring for one 
another, respect for animals and nature, and love and respect 
for their fellow man, whether Cherokee or not. 

The Cherokee history has much in common with ours. Just as 
their ancient prophecies told them would occur, they were 
exiled and dispersed from their land, made to suffer (and still 
are to a great extent) at the will of people who considered 
them inferior and feared them. (They have been accused of 
witchcraft because of their practices with medicine and 
healing, as Jews have been feared for aspects of our traditions 
that others do not understand). 

Another commonality is a reverence for numerology – 
coincidentally, the number 7 holds great significance for the 
Cherokee, as it does for Jews. 

The Cherokee also have a very strong respect for women. As in Judaism, the Cherokee use the woman’s 
lineage to determine the Cherokee status of a child. In addition, the Cherokee woman is charged with 
keeping a home and educating the children in the ways of the Cherokee tradition (as the Jewish woman 
is responsible for keeping a Jewish home and assuring that children receive a Jewish education). One big 
difference, however, is that the woman’s lineage also determines a child’s “clan” (each clan has certain 
characteristics and responsibilities within the nation, much akin to the ancient Jewish tribes in Israel 
and, in modern times, like the status of kohanim, levites and Israelites).  

We also learned that Cherokee women, though not warriors themselves, must approve a decision by the 
Cherokee to go to war, and they determine how to treat any prisoners taken by the Cherokee in battle. 

But, unlike Judaism again, it is the Cherokee woman who determines if a divorce is to occur. If the 
woman wants to dissolve the marriage, she merely places the man’s belongings outside of the home 
and he is no longer welcome, and the marriage is dissolved. No hassles over a get among the Cherokee! 
However, it was stressed that the woman “sets out whatever she wants him to have,” meaning she 

determines the equivalent of a “settlement” 
regarding assets. Interesting.  

Most significantly, as among Jews, many 
Cherokee have taken up a “modern life.” While 
they may elect to live among other Cherokees 
(often because of prejudice against them and 
mistreatment when they go among Whites), they 
allow themselves to assimilate. The customs and 
traditions are lost to many of them. It is 
remarkably – and sadly – similar to our own 
Jewish community. 

Our new Cherokee friend, Kyle. 

Learning about Cherokee life at an authentic Indian Village. 



 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or her memory at the Carnegie Shul. 
These beautiful plaques, mounted on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom 
Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read aloud from the Bimah during services 
on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To purchase a plaque, for only $175, please email 
Mike Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 
 
 

Coming Event 
New JLI Course at Chabad 
Most people struggle with issues about God, 
sharing a secret, painful fear that God isn't really 
involved in our daily lives. Many were brought up 
assuming science is incompatible with Jewish faith, 
so when they see compelling evidence for 
evolution, they feel forced to choose between 
science and faith. This 6-week course will tackle 
“big issues” like these.  

 

Sundays, 10:15-11:30am, starting Oct. 23 (Chabad) or Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 pm, starting Oct. 28 (SHJCC)  
For fees and information: call 412.344-2424 or email: rabbi@chabadsh.com 

 

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor or in 
memory of a loved one, for only $36. Your 
sponsorship will be announced from the bimah and 
in the weekly Chatter. To sponsor a Kiddush, email 
mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 
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