
    

 
Candle lighting time is 5:07 

Shabbos services are at 9:20 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is Tisha B'Av? 
Tisha B’Av, the 9th day of the  

 

 

 

Is It Our Right? 
It is interesting to me that the 
passage of the Israel Jewish 
State Law was received by many 
American Jewish groups as a 
bad thing. Of course, many 
American Jewish groups were 
also opposed to President 
Trump’s decision to move the 
American embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem, thus giving additional 
credence to Israel calling 
Jerusalem, not Tel Aviv, its 
capital. 

I am not here to agree or 
disagree with the new law or 
the embassy move. 

I do wonder, however, why 
American Jews believe they 
should have so much of a say in 
Israel’s choice of its capital city 
or its declaration of itself as a 
Jewish state. 

Yes, America has spent billions 
supporting Israel over the years, 
and Israel could not have 
survived in its formative years 
without the massive financial 
support of American Jews. 

  But didn’t those same  
  American Jews support Israel  
  because, in fact, they viewed  
  Israel to be the Jewish  
  homeland, the Jewish State? 

  And does American Jewish  
  largess give American Jews the  
  right to tell Israel, a sovereign  
  state, how to govern itself? 

  What do you think?  

 

The Jewish State 
 

Many times, over the years, I have read articles in newspapers referring to 
Israel as, “the Jewish State.” 

But, it turns out, Israel was not officially, “the Jewish State.”  At least not 
until last week when the Knesset passed the Jewish sate law, that is. 

According to The Times of Israel, “The Knesset overnight Wednesday-
Thursday passed into law the contentious nation-state bill that for the first 
time enshrines Israel as “the national home of the Jewish people” in its 
quasi-constitutional Basic Laws.” 

So what is wrong with Israel passing this law? 

Well, the Jewish Council for Public Affairs did not like it.  The JCPA issued a 
statement that, “expresses its profound disappointment in the Knesset 
passage into law of the Nation-State.  We are concerned that this new Law    
undermines Israel’s vibrant  
democracy comprised of  
diverse religious and ethnic  
groups.” 

Below is an article from The  
Times of Israel concerning the  
law, as well as an article from  
The Washington Post.  What  
do you think of this new law? 

 



Israel passes Jewish state law, enshrining ‘national 
home of the Jewish people’ 
After hours of furious debate, Knesset narrowly approve quasi-constitutional Basic Law, which critics 
say discriminates against Arabs and other minority communities 

By Raoul Wootliff 19 July 2018, 2:58 am  

The Knesset overnight Wednesday-Thursday 
passed into law the contentious nation-state 
bill that for the first time enshrines Israel as 
“the national home of the Jewish people” in its 
quasi-constitutional Basic Laws.  

Lawmakers approved the bill in its second and 
third readings overnight, with 62 voting in 
favor, 55 opposed and two abstaining, after 
hours of heated debate in the Knesset 
chamber.  

Similar to a constitution, the Basic Laws underpin Israel’s legal system and are more difficult to repeal 
than regular laws. The nation-state bill, proponents say, puts Jewish values and democratic values on 
equal footing. Critics, however, say the law effectively discriminates against Israel’s Arabs and other 
minority communities.  

The law also declares that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel, sets the Hebrew calendar as the official 
calendar of the state, and recognizes Independence Day, days of remembrance and Jewish holidays. One 
clause of the bill downgrades the Arabic language from official to “special” standing, but also cryptically 
stipulates that “this clause does not harm the status given to the Arabic language before this law came 
into effect.”  

Upon its passage, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu hailed the new law as “a pivotal moment in the 
annals of Zionism and the State of Israel.” 

He said: “We enshrined in law the basic principle of 
our existence. Israel is the nation state of the Jewish 
people, that respects the individual rights of all its 
citizens. This is our state — the Jewish state. In 
recent years there have been some who have 
attempted to put this in doubt, to undercut the core 
of our being. Today we made it law: This is our 
nation, language and flag.” 

The most furious protests during the debate came 
from Arab lawmakers. 

Joint (Arab) List MK Jamal Zahalka ripped a printed 
text of the bill to shreds from the podium. 

The Knesset in Jerusalem 

Zahalka at the Knesset plenum on July 18, 2018  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/writers/raoul-wootliff/


“I declare with astonishment and sorrow the death of democracy… The funeral will take place today in 
the plenum,” his fellow party member Ahmad Tibi said in an Arabic statement. 

Earlier on Wednesday night, Likud MK Amir Ohana, who chaired the committee that hammered out the 
bill, hailed the imminent passage of the law as a “defining moment in the history of the State of Israel, 
the one and only state of the Jewish people.” 

He called the law “historic,” and said it received the most serious legislative treatment of all of Israel’s 
Basic Laws, having been debated and revised for over a year. 

On Sunday, Netanyahu and Education Minister Naftali Bennett reached an agreement to cut a 
controversial clause, which allowed the state to “authorize a community composed of people having the 
same faith and nationality to maintain the exclusive character of that community,” and replace it with a 
new clause celebrating “Jewish settlement” in Israel in general terms. 

Lawmakers amended the bill accordingly just hours before the final authorization, removing the clause 
sanctioning housing discrimination on the basis of ethnicity or religion. 

Some of the last-minute changes to the bill came after politicians, legal advisers and others warned that 
several of its clauses were discriminatory and could cast a dark shadow over Israel in the international 
arena. 

President Reuven Rivlin, whose position is generally considered to be symbolic, expressed concerns 
about the now-amended clause in a rare intervention in Israeli politics last week. In a letter to 
lawmakers, Rivlin warned the legislation in its previous form “could harm the Jewish people worldwide 
and in Israel, and could even be used as a weapon by our enemies.” 

Outgoing Jewish Agency chairman Natan Sharansky, Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit and Knesset 
legal adviser Eyal Yinon had also raised opposition to the earlier text. 

Judaism is already mentioned throughout the country’s laws and religious authorities control many 
aspects of life, including marriage. But the 11 existing Basic Laws deal mostly with state institutions like 
the Knesset, the courts, and the 
presidency, while Basic Law: 
Human Dignity and Liberty defines 
Israel’s democratic character. 

First proposed in 2011 by Avi 
Dichter, then an opposition 
Knesset member with the centrist 
Kadima party and now a prominent 
Likud MK, the bill has seen 
numerous rewrites and parallel 
proposals. 

Netanyahu enthusiastically threw 
his support behind the proposal, 
and had vowed for years that it 
would ultimately be passed into 
law. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the Knesset plenum on July 18, 2018  



Contentious nation-state law declaring Israel the 
Jewish homeland approved by lawmakers 
Under President Trump, United States-Iranian relations have taken a decisive turn for the worse. Here's 
a brief history of the tumultuous relationship. (Joyce Lee/The Washington Post)  

by Ruth Eglash July 19 

JERUSALEM — Legislation declaring Israel a national homeland for the Jewish people and putting a 
priority on Jewish-only communities was voted into law Thursday, one of a series of controversial bills 
approved this week by Israeli lawmakers.  

These measures have alarmed opposition leaders and been described by critics as anti-democratic and 
draconian. 

The laws could have far-reaching implications for Israel’s non-Jewish minority, weakening the rights of 
Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and delegitimizing those in Israel who defend them.  

The nation-state law is perhaps the most contentious among them. Its drafters say it is aimed at 
boosting Israel’s Jewish character, and its passage into law Thursday was celebrated as a historic 
moment by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his allies.  

Four years in the making, the legislation takes the form of a basic law and essentially becomes part of 
Israel’s constitution.  

“This is a defining moment for the state of Israel,” said Netanyahu, speaking after the law was passed. 
“With this law, we have determined the founding principle of our existence. Israel is the nation-state of 
the Jewish people and respects the rights of all of its citizens.”  

Parliamentarians from Israel’s Arab sector, which makes up roughly one-fifth of the country’s 8.5 million 
population, scoffed at his statement, saying the law was instead an expression of Jewish supremacy that 
had turned them into second-class citizens. 

“Today, I will have to tell my children, along with all the children of Palestinian Arab towns in the 
country, that the state has declared that it does not want us here,” said Ayman Odeh, leader of the Joint 
List Arab faction in the Knesset.  

“The law features key elements of apartheid, which is not only immoral but also absolutely prohibited 
under international law,” said Hassan Jabareen, general director of Adalah, a Palestinian human rights 
organization in Israel. 



He said it “constitutionally 
enshrined the identity of 
Israel as the nation-state of 
the Jewish people only — 
despite the 1.5 million 
Palestinian citizens of the 
state, residents of East 
Jerusalem and the Golan 
Heights — and guaranteed 
the exclusive ethnic-
religious character of Israel 
as Jewish.” 

Amir Fuchs of the Israel 
Democracy Institute said the 
problem with the law was 
“what is missing.” 

“If there had been another 
paragraph that also gives full equality to all citizens of Israel, then I would have been a lot more 
relaxed,” he said. “This law is now part of the constitution and will be with us for years to come, and its 
application depends on who interprets the law and when.” 

Two other laws also approved this week deal with the rights of Palestinians who live in the occupied 
West Bank and groups that advocate for them.  

A law passed Tuesday places limits on Palestinian access to Israel’s High Court of Justice, redirecting 
administrative claims, for example over land or property rights, to the District Court. 

Critics say the law is another step by Israel toward full annexation of the West Bank, land Palestinians 
hope to use for a future national state. 

“This bill is not about law or justice, it is all about normalizing the Israeli occupation and blurring the 
difference between Israel and the occupied territories that are under military rule,” said Roni Pelli of the 
Association for Civil Rights in Israel. “The explicit aim of the bill is to make things easier for Israeli 
authorities that harm Palestinians and to make it more difficult for them to achieve justice.” 

Roughly 400,000 Israeli settlers live in the West Bank, not including occupied East Jerusalem. 
Palestinians have seen some success in proving ownership of land now being used for Israeli 
settlements. Last year, 40 families from the Israeli outpost of Amona were evicted when a legal petition 
from a nearby Palestinian village was supported by Israel’s Supreme Court.  

Israel’s justice minister, Ayelet Shaked, said, however, that the law gave Israeli settlers the option to 
appeal such rulings, as well as giving all Israeli citizens, including those living in the West Bank, equal 
rights.  

“This law, passed 50 years after the liberation of Judea and Samaria, will normalize the lives of the 
residents there,” said Shaked, referring to the territory by its biblical name.  

A resident of a settlement in Judaea prays from atop a hillside 



Also approved Tuesday was what’s called the Breaking the Silence Law, which prevents individuals and 
groups that promote political action against the state of Israel or prosecution of Israeli soldiers abroad 
from speaking in Israeli schools. 

It was named after an Israeli group that gathers anonymous testimonies from former Israeli soldiers 
who have served in the occupied territories. 

Breaking the Silence’s Yehuda Shaul said a last-minute change to include all groups that act to promote 
“political proceedings against the State of Israel” made the law particularly problematic.   

“The term is so broad that it may apply to any institution, organization and activist who has met with a 
member of parliament, foreign institution, or political body,” he said. “The question of what exactly is 
considered ‘political activity against the State of Israel’ will now need to be clarified in court cases.” 

Education Minister Naftali Bennett, leader of the ultranationalist Jewish Home Party, said Breaking the 
Silence “had crossed the line of 
legitimate dialogue a long time ago 
when they chose to slander the state of 
Israel in the international arena.” 

“As long as they act against the State of 
Israel and the Israeli army, I will not 
allow them to operate in the education 
system,” he said.  

Another piece of controversial 
legislation aimed at removing and 
restricting online content defined by 
the authorities as inciting against Israel 
was withdrawn at the last minute 
Wednesday by Netanyahu.  

 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or 
her memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful plaques, mounted 
on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom 
Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read 
aloud from the Bimah during services on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit 
and on Yom Kippur. To purchase a plaque, for only $175, please 
email Mike Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor or in 
memory of a loved one, for only $36. Your sponsorship 
will be announced from the bimah and in the weekly 
Chatter. To sponsor a Kiddush, email 
mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 

Israeli soldiers stationed above East Jerusalem 
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