
    

 
Candle lighting time is 5:07 

Shabbos services are at 9:20 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Circle of Life 
It is a concept that is the heart and 
soul of the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
Some call it the Circle of Life. 
There is a time to be born and a 
time to die. In my life, those times 
run right smack into each other on 
July 16. 

On July 16, 1980, my father passed 
away at age 59. On July 16, 1985 
my step-son Josh was born. 

July 16, 1980 was not a good day. 
My dad was not rich or famous. He 
was a milkman’s son, and was, for 
much of his lifetime, a milkman 
himself. But he was a highly 
intelligent man who worked hard, 
provided a good home for his 
family, and whose efforts in 
community service earned him the 
Jewish War Veterans Pennsylvania 
State Man of the Year Award. 

My stepson, Josh, is also a hard-
working, industrious young man. 
He earned his BSBA degree from 
Duquesne University, but his 
expertise at working on computers 
is pretty much self-taught. 

Four years ago, Josh made aliyah 
and is now residing in Herziliyah. 

It is sad that I lost my father on 
July 16. It is wonderful that a step-
son, who is as much my son as if 
he were my own flesh and blood, 
came into this world on July 16.   

The Lord gives and the Lord takes. 

It is the circle of life. 

 

Commemoration or Desecration? 
How many of you have heard of 
the “stumbling stones” project in 
Germany? 

Guenther Demnig is a German 
artist who started the project to 
commemorate Holocaust victims 
in Germany, but some Jewish 
groups feel that the project does 
not commemorate, but rather 
desecrates, the memory of the 
survivors. 

Below is an article by Eric Westervelt from National Public Radio about the 
project. Commemoration or desecration – what do you think? 



Stumbling Upon Mini Memorials To Holocaust Victims 
Brick by brick, Guenther Demnig is working 
to change how the Holocaust is publicly 
remembered in Germany. 

On a recent afternoon, the 62-year-old 
Berlin-born artist is on his knees on a 
sidewalk in a prosperous section of Berlin's 
Charlottenburg district, working a hammer 
and small trowel. He is installing dozens of 
small, square brass bricks, each one 
inscribed with the name — and details 
about the death of — people who once 
lived in apartment houses on Pestalozzi 
Strasse. 

"Today we are laying 45 stones for 
Jewish victims that lived in these houses," Demnig says as he secures the brass brick for Martin Lwowski, 
a former resident deported in 1943 and murdered at Auschwitz. 

Wearing a cowboy hat and denim from head to toe, Demnig is watched by a quiet throng, many dressed 
in their Sunday, or Sabbath, best, out of respect for the dead. He first got the idea for the Stolperstein, 
or "stumbling stones," as part of an art project back in the mid-1990s when he installed 55 such 
commemorative stones in Berlin sidewalks. 

In the ensuing years, the project has mushroomed. Now, there are more than 30,000 commemorative 
bricks in dozens of cities and towns across Germany. 

A More Personal Memorial 
Demnig relies on local residents and 
schools, as well as religious and secular 
groups, to research the victims, their last 
address and where they were killed. He 
then makes and installs the bricks with 
help from two apprentices. 

This kind of memorial is more personal, he 
says, because it commemorates where the 
terror began, likely with a Gestapo or SS 
raid on a victim's apartment. 

Germans have long anguished over and 
debated how to best memorialize victims 
of the Nazi regime: millions of European 
Jews murdered in the Holocaust as well as 
political opponents, homosexuals, Roma 
and disabled people. There are museums 
and some big memorials, but to Demnig 

Stolperstein, or "stumbling stones," in front of a home in Raesfeld, Germany, 
where five members of a single family were forcibly removed by the Nazis. 
The stones commemorate the millions of victims of the Nazi regime. 

Guenther Demnig installs new bricks in Berlin.  



and many others, those are hardly adequate. "I think the large Holocaust memorial here [in Berlin] will 
always remain abstract. You have to make the decision to visit it," Demnig says. "But not with the 
stumbling blocks. Suddenly they are there, right outside your front door, at your feet, in front of you." 

'Everyone' Responsible For Remembering 
These latest bricks, which are always privately funded, were organized by 52-year-old Hendrik 
Czeczatka, who spent part of his childhood in an apartment building on Pestalozzi Strasse where his 
grandmother lived. 

"I grew up right here. I played football in this courtyard. I broke that window right there," Czeczatka 
says, pointing, "much to the dismay of my grandmother." 

Just off the street in the courtyard of a 19th century tenement housing block is a synagogue, built in 
1918. It survived the Kristallnacht attacks in November 1938, during which Germans torched and 
ransacked Jewish homes, stores and synagogues. 

Czeczatka remembers his grandmother telling him how she instructed the Nazis not to burn the 
synagogue because Aryans lived in the surrounding apartments. After Czeczatka moved into the family 
apartment about 15 years ago, he began to research just who lived in his building. He found names of 
more than 40 Jewish residents who were rounded up and deported to death camps, mostly 
Theresienstadt. 

Before 1933, Charlottenburg had the largest Jewish population in Berlin. Yet Czeczatka was alarmed that 
so few households in the area had bothered to request Demnig's bricks. So he started raising money and 
awareness. 

"Everybody in the first place is responsible, individually, for remembering. One can't pass off everything 
to the state. And we are the state anyway," Czeczatka says. "All of us must continue to insist that Nazis 
are not welcome, that we must keep the memory alive and learn from our history so that it does not 
happen again." 

 

 



Critics: Blocks Victimize Anew 
One of the onlookers at the informal, yet emotionally charged and police-protected bricklaying 
ceremony is Lala Suesskind, former chairman of the synagogue's committee. Suesskind has come to 
meet Czeczatka and shake his hand. 

"That this is the initiative of a non-Jewish resident and his wife really moves me," Suesskind says. The 
brick project has its critics. Some homeowners elsewhere have complained quietly that having quasi-
tombstones in the sidewalk outside is bad for property values and business. 

But the main complaints are that the bricks only highlight victimhood, and that when people, dogs and 
bikes trample over the names of the dead, some argue, they are victimized a second time. 

In Munich, city officials and a large influential Jewish group rejected the project. In fact, they banned the 
bricks after arguing that they desecrated the memory of the victims. 

But Helmut Loelhoeffel, coordinator of the Charlottenburg Stumbling Block Initiative, believes those 
criticisms are misplaced. 

"Six million Jews were killed, murdered. The stumbling blocks make clear that it was one plus one plus 
one plus one," Loelhoeffel says. "It makes clear that they were all individuals." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or 
her memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful plaques, mounted 
on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom 
Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read 
aloud from the Bimah during services on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit 
and on Yom Kippur. To purchase a plaque, for only $175, please 
email Mike Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor or in 
memory of a loved one, for only $36. Your sponsorship 
will be announced from the bimah and in the weekly 
Chatter. To sponsor a Kiddush, email 
mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 
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