
    

 
Candle lighting time is 5:07 

Shabbos services are at 9:20 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember When? 
Do you remember when wrestling 
and boxing were TV staples? Studio 
wrestling on Channel 11 came at us 
live and direct from WIIC’s studios 
on Fineview Hill. Ace Freeman was 
one of the wrestlers and a promoter, 
and Izzy Moidel was the referee.   

Boxing had the Friday night fights 
that were part of the Gillette 
Cavalcade of Sports, and the 
Wednesday Night Fights were 
brought to you by Pabst Blue Ribbon 
Beer. And Pittsburgh had some well-
known Jewish boxers like Chappy 
Goldstein and Fritzie Zivic. 

And when you went to the old 
YM&WHA in Oakland, there was a 
boxing ring in which you could do 
some sparring or wrestling. You can’t 
find a ring at the JCC in Squirrel Hill 
or the South Hills, that’s for sure. 

Yes, times change and pastimes 
change as well, but I still think back 
fondly to the days that I spent as a 
young boy at that old YM&WHA and 
to time spent in that ring wishing 
that I could be a professional 
wrestler like Johnny Valentine or a 
boxer like Rocky Marciano, a couple 
of legends of my youth. 

         And maybe, when I was done at  
         the Y, I could go down the  
         street and get a burger (yeah, I  
         know it wasn’t kosher) at the  
         old White Tower of Forbes Ave. 

         Fond memories of being a kid. 

 

Fighting the Good Fight 
How many of you used to go to the Young Men and Women’s Hebrew 
Association (YM&WHA) building when it was located on Bellefield Ave. 
in Oakland? 

Of course, we do not have YM&WHAs anymore. In the 80s it was 
decided that the overlap in programming and services offered by Jewish 
Community Centers (JCCs) and YM&WHAs made a merger cost 
effective, and the YM&WHAs of the world were incorporated into (or 
rebranded as) JCCs. 

So why am I asking  
about the YM&WHA  
today? Professional  
wrestling legend  
Bruno Sammartino  
passed away this week, 
and Bruno actually  



discovered weightlifting at the YM&WHA in Oakland. And that is what started a skinny young Italian kid 
on his path to wrestling greatness. 

Back in the day, Jews were well 
known in both the professional 
wrestling and boxing 
communities. In fact, one of the 
greatest boxers of all time was a 
guy by the name of Barney Ross. 
But Ross was far more than just 
a championship boxer, he was 
an American war hero as well. 
So please allow me to share with 
you an article that appeared in 
my series of articles on the 
"Greatest Jewish Athletes of the 
Twentieth Century," the story of 
Barney Ross. 

Barney Ross was a fighter; not just a professional prize fighter, which he was, and which he did well 
enough to become a world champion in three different weight classes, but a fighter in almost every way 
imaginable, in a lifetime that spanned some 67 years following his birth in New York City, as Barney 
Rossofsky, on December 23, 1900. 
 
Barney Ross’ teenage years were filled with tragedy. First, Ross’ father, who was also a rabbi, was 
murdered when two hoodlums robbed the dairy that he operated in Chicago. Then, Ross’ mother 
suffered a nervous breakdown. Finally, Ross and his older brother were forced to move in with a cousin, 
while Ross’ three younger siblings were placed in an orphanage. 
 
With his family torn apart, and seeking money to bring them back together again, young Barney fell in 
with the wrong crowd, was arrested for running illegal crap games, and even worked briefly for Al 
Capone. 
 
Fortunately Ross’ fling with the mob was short lived, and Barney turned to boxing as a way to earn a 
living. Ross then turned pro in 1929 and fought his way up the ladder, earning a title bout with reigning 
Lightweight and Jr. Welterweight champion Tony Canzoneri in 1933. Ross won the fight and became the 
first man to ever win two championships simultaneously. But as big as winning the championship was, 
for Barney Ross, there was a much bigger prize at stake. “Winning the titles was almost an anti-climax,” 
he said. “My big thrill came a few weeks before the fight. That was when I was able to take the younger 
kids out of the orphanage and reunite them with Mom.” 
 
In 1934, Ross added the Welterweight title to his list of championships by coming off the canvas to 
defeat Jimmy McLarnin before 60,000 fans in a fight that Is still considered to be one of the top fights in 
boxing history. 
 
Barney Ross’ reign at the top lasted until 1938, when he was defeated by Henry Armstrong. Ross ended 
his boxing career with 73 wins and only 4 losses and was never knocked out. 
 



 
But there was a lot more fight left in Barney 
Ross, only in a far more important arena. 
With World War II raging in Europe and Asia, 
Ross enlisted in the Marines in 1941, at age 
33. He promptly earned the Distinguished 
Service Cross and a Presidential Citation for 
his heroism in an incident involving Ross and 
four fellow Marines. According to a 1968 
Jewish Digest article, “In the fierce firefight 
the other four were seriously injured. They 
found refuge in a shell hole, where Barney, 
although eventually wounded himself, 
proceeded to hold off the enemy force… 
When reinforcements finally rescued them, 
the Marines had been in the hole for 13 
hours. Around them lay 22 enemy dead. Two 
of the Marines had died and the other two 
had to undergo amputations.  Barney had 
shrapnel in his legs and sides and was shaken 
with fever.” 
 
Later, Ross fought to defeat an addiction to 
drugs that was a result of the medications 
that he had taken for his war injuries, and he 
went into the gun running business, 
smuggling arms to Israel during its war for 
independence. 
 
Unfortunately, Barney Ross finally fought a 
fight he couldn’t win, succumbing to throat 
cancer in 1967. 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think? 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or her memory at the Carnegie Shul. 
These beautiful plaques, mounted on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom 
Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read aloud from the Bimah during services 
on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To purchase a plaque, for only $175, please email 
Mike Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 
 
 

 

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor or in memory 
of a loved one, for only $36. Your sponsorship will be 
announced from the bimah and in the weekly Chatter. To 
sponsor a Kiddush, email mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

Marine Corporal Barney Ross 

Barney Ross, second from right, joins with other officers from 

PT109 for a reunion in Hyannis Port following the War. 
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Important Information to Share! Discount to first 20! 
A service of South Hills Jewish Pittsburgh 

 




