
    

 
Candle lighting time is 5:07 

Shabbos services are at 9:20 
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That Would Be a  
Miracle Too 
We live in a small gated community in 
Florida called Miramar at the Country Club.  
It is really just one street, Miramar Way, 
with 175 condominium units nestled 
amidst the much larger community of 
Lakewood Ranch, which is located on the 
border of Sarasota and Manatee counties. 

There is a vibrant Jewish Community in the 
Sarasota and Manatee county area with 
ten congregations in the Synagogue 
Council, but here on Miramar Way there 
are perhaps four or five Jewish families 
including us. 

We have a large clubhouse on Miramar 
Way and every year it is decorated for the 
holidays, and the community gathers for a 
holiday celebration with everyone bringing 
a bite to be shared. 

Of course, most such “holiday” parties are 
actually Christmas celebrations but are 
called “holiday” so no one’s feelings get 
hurt. But this year our celebration really 
was a holiday celebration. 

Several weeks ago our Board president 
contacted us and asked us where the Board 
could purchase a menorah for the 
clubhouse as part of the decorations (they 
asked us, we didn’t have to ask them). And 
Ellen fried up some home-made potato 
latkes for the celebration and I must tell 
you they were the biggest hit of the party. 

There are times in my life that I have 
attended similar “holiday” parties and 
really felt left out. Not his time though!  
And that was a miracle too. 

 

We will welcome you with open arms. 

Candle lighting at 4:36pm     Shabbath Services 9:20am 

The Greatest Miracle 
The letters on the dreidel, nun, gimel, hey, shin, together form the 

acronym for " םש יהה דולג סנ " Nes Gadol Hayah Sham – "a great 
miracle happened there." But what was the great miracle of 
Chanukah? Was it the purification of the Temple? Was it the lights 
that burned for eight days when they should have only burned for 
one? Or was it something else, a miracle that lasts until this very day? 

Below is what Rabbi David Wolpe, named the most influential Rabbi 
in America by Newsweek Magazine and one of the 50 most 
influential Jews in the world by the Jerusalem Post, had to say about 
the greatest miracle of Chanukah at israelforever.org: 

The greatest miracle in the story of Hanukkah is that more than 2,000 
years after the initial event, Jews are still celebrating. That continuity 
is a sign that the holiday offers a deep lesson that touches all of our 
lives. 

Hanukkah commemorates a battle won, despite astonishing odds, by 
the Maccabees against the Seleucid monarch Antiochus and those 
Jews allied with him, who appeared ready to abandon their tradition. 
But later rabbis, uncomfortable with military-themed celebrations, 
focused the holiday on the miracle unmentioned in the book of 
Maccabees—that in the Temple, after it was cleaned out, a cruz of oil 
that should have lasted one day lasted eight. 

 

Happy Chanukah                               Shabbat Shalom 



At the time of the Maccabees (166BCE) the Temple already stood, of course, although it had been defiled 
and used as a garbage dump. The Maccabees rededicated it. Very few remember when the Temple was 
first dedicated (on the Jewish holiday of Sukkot 1 Kings 8:2), but almost all Jews remember when it was 
rededicated. Hanukkah, the holiday of rededication, teaches us something essential about successful 
living. 

I have known many people—Holocaust survivors, 
refugees who fled oppression, people plagued with 
illness and others to whom life has dealt cruel 
blows. Some of them lost everything and had to 
begin again. Despite many reasons to despair, in a 
crucial turn toward the future, resilient spirits 
choose renewed hope and rededicated themselves 
to purposeful living. That ‘Hanukkah’ moment is 
the inspiration we all need. Everyone fails in ways 
large and small and needs the strength to rise 
anew. 

The marriage that is floundering requires rededication. The student who is failing must rededicate 
herself. The addict starting each new day of sobriety must rededicate himself. Even the most creative 
individual must get past the initial excitement of a new project to the daily innovation required to realize 
that dream. No single vision will suffice; we must see again and again and again. 

Hanukkah is a winter holiday. It shines light in the darkest time of year. Each night we add another light, 
increasing until the entire Hanukkah menorah is illuminated. 

The lights have been kindled in millions of homes over thousands of years. It was not always easy: 
Already in the Talmud there are provisions for lighting secretly in times of persecution. But the Jewish 
commitment to publicizing the miracle of rededication endured. 

The late Rabbi Hugo Gryn was a child in Auschwitz. The 
holiday of Hanukkah came, and after fashioning a 
makeshift menorah, his father melted the precious 
margarine ration to light a wick for the first night. The 
young Hugo, outraged, protested to his father. How 
could he use the food which sustained them in the 
midst of such horror, just to observe the holiday? 

Many years later Rabbi Gryn said that at that moment 
his father spoke words he never forgot. His father said: 
“My child, we know you can live three days without 
water. You can live three weeks without food. But you 
cannot live for three minutes without hope.” 

A choice for rededication to what we believe is powerful, even sacred. There are moments when all of us 
are afraid, when we feel hopeless and alone. Learn the lesson of Hanukkah, the holiday of rededication: 
No matter how many times you have done it before, once again, when you face the dark, light a candle. 



 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or her memory at the Carnegie Shul. 
These beautiful plaques, mounted on the sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom 
Kippur, and days when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read aloud from the Bimah during services 
on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To purchase a plaque, for only $175, please email 
Mike Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush in honor 
or in memory of a loved one, for only $36. Your 
sponsorship will be announced from the bimah 
and in the weekly Chatter. To sponsor a 
Kiddush, email mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Coming Events 
Remember Leon Zionts who gave a 
sensational concert at the Carnegie 
Shul a couple of years ago?  Well, Leon 
is appearing on stage in Carnegie in a 
production of The Carols at the 
Carnegie Stage on December 7, 8, 9, 14, 
15, 16 at 8:00 pm, December 9, 10, 16, 

17 at 3:00 pm. Tickets are $ 5-30. It 
looks like a great show and if I know 
Leon it will be terrific. For more info go 
to www.carnegiestage.com. 

Also, check out the information that 
follows, about upcoming Chanukah 
programs here in the South Hills.  
Flyers appear below. 

mailto:mrmike7777@yahoo.com
mailto:mrmike7777@yahoo.com
https://connect.emailsrvr.com/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx


 



 




