
    

 
Candle lighting time is 5:07 

Shabbos services are at 9:20 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carnegie Shul Chatter 
August 31, 2017 

 

 

Thank you, SHJP 

I have written in the past about South 
Hills Jewish Pittsburgh (SHJP) and the 
great work that it has done in just three 
short years of providing and funding 
programming for residents of the South 
Hills Jewish community. 

Sure, the large shuls like Beth El and 
Temple Emanuel have aways had 
programming, but the programming has 
been primarily directed towards their 
own members, and that is the way it 
should be. 

But SHJP has supplemented that 
programming with some great programs 
for the entire Jewish community, 
including Jews who are not affiliated 
with any synagogue.  And SHJP has also 
proven to be an outstanding source, 
through its website and emails, for 
getting the word out about what is going 
on throughout the community. 

And for a shul such as ours, with limited 
resources to spend on programming, it 
has been a Godsend, providing the 
funds for our Evening with Leon Zionts, 
Klezmer Magic, and this year’s highly 
successful showing of The Life and Times 
of Hank Greenberg. 

These programs are helping put our shul 
back on the map, and one person, who 
is not a member, is even considering 
having a wedding in the shul after 
coming here for our SHJP funded 
programs. 

Yes, SHJP, thank you for the work you 
are doing in the South Hills and for your 
support of the Carnegie Shul. 

 

Candle lighting: 7:34pm 

Hank Greenberg 
Film a Home Run! 
 

A crowd of more than 200 attended the Carnegie Shul-sponsored 
presentation of The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg at the 
Hollywood Theater in Dormont on Wednesday, August 30. 

The movie was presented free of charge and patrons received a free 
soda and popcorn. Funding was provided by a grant from South Hills 
Jewish Pittsburgh (SHJP). 

“It was an incredible film and an incredible turnout,” said SHJP Director 
Rob Goodman. “The program accomplished exactly what SHJP is 
seeking with its grants – involvement of members of the entire South 
Hills Jewish community. We are delighted at the programs the Carnegie 
Shul has sponsored, including the Evening With Leon Zionts and 
Klezmer Magic, and look forward to another great program next year.”   

No Sabbath Services This Week 
THERE WILL BE NO SABBATH SERVICES THIS WEEK,  

SEPTEMBER 2, AT THE CARNEGIE SHUL.  

SERVICES WILL RESUME SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9. 



Hank Greenberg was arguably the greatest Jewish baseball 
player ever, though some would give the nod to Sandy 
Koufax. Greenberg seriously challenged Babe Ruth’s record 
of 60 home runs in a single season, when Greenberg 
pounded out 58 home runs in 1938 while playing for the 
Detroit Tigers. Greenberg won the American League’s Most 
Valuable Player Award in both 1935 and 1940.   

Greenberg was faced with anti-Semitic taunting during his 
career and always handled it with class, especially during 
his pursuit of Ruth’s record, when some said that a Jew 
should not be the one to break the record of the beloved 
Babe. 

Greenberg remained true to his faith, and refused to play in the World Series on Yom Kippur in 1934.  

Greenberg’s career was interrupted for three seasons by World War II, in which he served as an Army 
Air Corps captain, and he served in the Air Corps for 47 months, the longest of any major league player. 

Greenberg was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1956. 

As great as Hank Greenberg and Sandy Koufax were, they were not the only Jews to play and succeed in 
Major League Baseball. Here, for those of you who could not attend the film, is a portion of my 
introduction to the film dealing with Jews in Baseball: 

Jews in Baseball 
There have been many great Jewish athletes over the years, especially in 
the sport of Baseball. Sandy Koufax, perhaps the greatest pitcher of all 
time, was Jewish. How great was Koufax Well, the fans who voted for the 
All Twentieth Century Team picked Koufax as the top lefthander of the 
century, and Pirates Hall of Fame slugger Willie Stargell once quipped, 
“Hitting against Koufax is like drinking coffee with a fork.” 

Other great Jewish baseball stars have included Hall of Famers Al Rosen, 
three- time All Star third baseman for the Cleveland Indians who drove in 
145 runs in 1953, and Lou Boudreau, an eight time All-Star, who won the 
American League MVP award in 1949 when he hit .355 and drove in 106 
runs. 

Then there was Steve Stone, the American League’s Cy Young Award winner in 1980 when he won 25 
games, and Shawn Green, who hit more than 300 homers and drove in over 1000 runs in his 15 Big 
League seasons. 

Ken Holtzman won 174 games pitching in the Majors from 1965 to 1979, and Kevin Youkilis, a three time 
All Star, slammed 150 homers between 2004 and 2013. And there were many others as well. 

Some current Jewish baseball stars include Ryan Braun of the Brewers, a six-time All Star and the 2011 
National League MVP, and Ian Kinsler of the Detroit Tigers, a four-time All Star. Alex Bergman is a 
budding star third baseman of the Houston Astros. Kevin Pillar is in his fifth season as the center fielder 
for the Toronto Blue Jays. Joc Pederson was an All Star as a rookie for the Dodgers when he slammed 26 



homers two years ago, and he followed that up with 25 homers last year. Scott Feldman is now in his 
thirteenth Big League season and pitching for the Reds, and Danny Valencia is an outfielder/first 
baseman in his eighth Big League season, playing for the Seattle Mariners. Richard Bleir is a young relief 
pitcher having a fine year for the Baltimore Orioles. Max Fried is a rookie pitcher for the Atlanta Braves, 
and Brad Goldberg is also a rookie pitcher for the Chicago White Sox. And Brad Ausmus is the manager 
of the Detroit Tigers. 

One of my favorite stories about a Jewish baseball player involves a guy who wasn’t the greatest ball 
player, but he may have been the smartest. His life story is so intriguing that it has been the subject of 
three books, and a feature film, Cloak and Dagger.   

Moe Berg was an outstanding shortstop when he graduated from Princeton in 1923 with a degree in 
languages, and both the New York Giants and the Brooklyn Dodgers were eager to sign him because of 
his appeal to New York City's Jewish fans. Berg signed with the Dodgers, but had an awful rookie season, 
hitting only .186, with a horrible 22 errors in only 47 games. 

Berg spent the next few years going back and forth between the minor 
leagues… and France, where he continued his foreign language studies 
and Columbia University, where he earned a law degree. His weak 
hitting kept him out of the everyday lineup for the Dodgers, and St. 
Louis Cardinals’ scout Mike Gonzales coined the phrase, “good field, no 
hit” when describing Berg’s early career. 

Berg was made a catcher in 1929, and he lasted 15 seasons in the Big 
Leagues. But he played in only 663 games. His lifetime batting average 
was only .243, and he hit only six homers and drove in just 206 runs.   

But baseball was just one part of the Moe Berg story. Berg spoke at 
least seven languages fluently, prompting one former teammate to 
say, “He can speak seven languages, but he can’t hit in any of them.” 

In 1934, Berg made his second trip to Japan as a member of a major league post-season All Star team, a 
real oddity considering his mediocre stats. Was Berg really there as an all star… or was there something 
more to the story? Could it have been that Berg, who spoke Japanese fluently, was really there on 
government business?   

We may never know the true story, but we do know that, while in Tokyo, Berg requested a room that 
gave him a panoramic view of the city. He then took movies and stills of Tokyo and its military 
installations, and these pictures were later used by General Jimmy Doolittle to prepare for his 1942 
bombing runs on Tokyo. 

In January of 1942, Berg’s life became even more of a mystery. The United States was just getting into 
World War II and Berg became an officer in the Office of Strategic Services, the forerunner of the CIA. 

In 1943, Berg parachuted into Yugoslavia. After studying the situation there, he encouraged the Allies to 
support Tito’s resistance against the Nazis. His report played a key role in the decision to supply weapons 
and support units to Tito. 

In 1944, Berg became involved in an OSS assassination plot directed at Werner Heisenberg, thought to be 
the head of Nazi Germany’s atomic bomb project. Berg was sent to Switzerland, Italy, and Germany to 



learn all he could about the Nazi bomb program, and, if necessary, to assassinate Heisenberg. Berg 
attended a Heisenberg lecture armed with a gun with which to carry out the assassination, and cyanide 
to kill himself, but he determined that Heisenberg was not working on a bomb, was not a threat to the 
United States, and decided to spare Heisenberg’s life.  

Following the war, Berg was awarded the American Medal of Merit, the highest decoration given to a 
civilian during wartime, yet for some reason that he would never explain, Berg refused the honor.  

 

 

In Our Ahavat Achim Family 
The Carnegie Shul was pleased to welcome back Wendy Panizzi to services last week, following her 
surgery and subsequent absence from shul. We wish her continued recovery. 

Please share your news, whether joyful or sad, so that it can be included in the Chatter. Send notices to 
Mike Roteman at mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Yahrzeit Plaques 
Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or her 
memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful plaques, mounted on the 
sanctuary walls, are lit on the loved one’s yahrzeit, Yom Kippur, and days 
when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read aloud from the Bimah 
during services on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To 
purchase a plaque, for only $175, please email Mike Roteman at 
mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Shabbat Kiddush 
Each Shabbat, after services, we join together to make 
Kiddush and Hamotzi and to share a delicious repast. 
Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush as an honorarium 
or a memoriam, for only $36. Your sponsorship will be 
announced from the bimah and in the weekly Chatter. 
To sponsor a Kiddush, please email to  
mrmike7777@yahoo.com. 
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