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What is a Beis Din?

The year is 2017. The place is the United States of America. And a
friend recently received a contract that included this clause,

“15. Applicable Law and dispute resolution - This Agreement shall
be interpreted according to Torah law. The parties herein agree to
submit any disputes that they are unable amicably to resolve by
themselves, to the adjudication and arbitration of a mutually
acceptable beis din and its arbitration shall be final and binding in
civil court.”

And a few years ago, my son-in-law had a dispute with a neighbor

in Brooklyn and that dispute was taken to a beis din for resolution.

So what exactly is a beis din?

Below is what myjewishlearning.com says about the Beit (beis) din.
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Was He Jewish?

There is no doubt about it, Hank
Greenberg was Jewish. His mother was
Jewish, his father was Jewish, and he even
refused to play in the World Series on
Yom Kippur in 1934.

But nowadays, it is becoming increasingly
difficult to know if an athlete is Jewish or
not.

There are a few web sites that try to
identify Jewish athletes, but by what
standard? Is the player Jewish if his
mother is? By Jewish law - yes. But what
if the player converts to Christianity —
again by Jewish law - yes.

When | wrote a series of articles on the
Greatest Jewish Athletes of the Twentieth
Century that appeared in newspapers in
four cities in 2000, | had to make some
deci si ons andaseasgas w
you might think. After all, Jewish athletes
don't carry a sign with them saying, “l am
Jewish.” Some of the athletes, like Cory
Pavin, the 1995 U. S. Open golf champion,
start out as Jews, but later abandon the
religion. Still others may have one parent
who is Jewish and another who isn't. For
my purposes, | decided not to include
Born Again Christians, but other than
that, if the athlete considered him or
herself to be a Jew, that was good enough
for me.

Well, as | said, Greenberg was 100
percent Jewish. So when you come to the
movie on August 30, you can rest assured
that he was a true blue Jew.
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Throughout history Jews have observed this
commandment by setting up various ways of adjudicating Jewish legal disputes.

During the time of the Temple in Jerusalem, the Sanhedrin, a group of 71 rabbis, heard cases
and handed down rulings to the Jews of Israel. Soon after the destruction of the Temple, when
Jews began spreading throughout the diaspora, gathering 71 legal authorities was no longer
practical. Instead, consulting a beit din(sometimes spelled bet din or beth din plural batei din,
a group of three men knowledgeable in Jewish law, eventually became the commonly accepted
way for Jews to address legal disputes. These three men work together to come to a ruling
according to halakhah_(Jewish law). During the time of the Sanhedrin, this option had only been
available to those living in small towns.

In Israel today, batei din are a part of the formal legal system, and must be consulted for some
ritual matters (such as divorces and conversions). Members of Israeli batei din are called
dayanim (singular: dayan meaning decider) and many have been through rigorous training
programs focused on settling disputes and making legal rulings. Outside of Israel there are
some national and local batei din, such as the Beth Din of America, or the Beth Din of
Manchester, that are available for those who want to employ their services. These batei din are
typically staffed by rabbis, and those on the Beit Din of America are often also lawyers.

However, according to Jewish law, all one needs for a beit din is three Jewish men, so
technically you could create your own without using one of the formal organizations. Often the
proceedings of a beit din are held in a synagogue, but they can actually take place anywhere,
even at home or at the park.

Gittin=Jewish Divorces

There are many situations in which a Jew might consult a beit din, but the most common is to
arrange a get, or a Jewish divorce document. In order for a couple to be divorced according to
Jewish law, the man must present the woman with a get in front of a beit din. The beit din is
present to ensure that everything is done precisely according to Jewish law and is thus valid (at
least one member of a beit din for a getis usually an expert on gittin, the laws of Jewish
divorce). A beit din may also be involved in property division, custody, and visitation issues that
arise from a divorce.
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Conversion

Before a person converts, she must appear before a beit din and answer a series of questions
about the sincerity of her desire to convert, the likelihood of her continued religious
observance, and whether the degree of knowledge she has accumulated will be adequate to
live a Jewish life. The beit din is also present when a convert dunks in the mikveh completing
the conversion process. There are a variety of special arrangements possible to ensure privacy
and modesty when the convert is a different sex from one or more members of the beit din,
including erecting a screen or having the convert wear a loose-fitting gown into the mikveh

Halakhic Status Determination

A beit din may also be convened before a couple gets
married, in order to confirm that both parties are in fact
Jewish (a Jew cannot legally wed a non-Jew according to
traditional Jewish law). Inquiries may be made into the
background and lineage of each party. If a man who is

a kohen a member of the priestly family, is engaged to be
married, a beit din may be consulted to ensure that the
woman he is going to marry is not a convert or a divorcee,
both of which are prohibited for a kohento marry according
to Jewish law.

Once a status has been confirmed, a beit din can issue a certificate confirming such status.
These certificates are required by some rabbis in Israel before they will perform a marriage
ceremony.

Dissolving Oaths

Before Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur many communities convene batei din in order to allow
people to formally dissolve any oaths they may have made during the year. This is called
hatarat nedarim The ritual requires that a man or woman recite a certain text in front of a beit
din, publicly absolving themselves from any vows or customs they took on during the previous
year. This allows the person to go into the high holidays with a clean slate. In the case of
hatarat nedarim the beit din is essentially acting as a witness or notary to the statement of the
individual. In contrast to other batei din, a beit din convened in order to dissolve oaths is not
usually made up of experts, but just any three Jewish men.

Other Functions of a Beit Din

In addition to marriage-related issues, and conversions, some batei din oversee the certification
of many Jewish legal professions, such as a mashgiachwho ensures the kashrut of a restaurant
or facility, a mohel| who performs circumcisions, and other communal institutions, such as
Jewish burial societies, and mikvehs.
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A beit din can also be consulted for settling issues of damages and business disputes, provided
that the parties involved are Jewish and want their conflict to be resolved according to the
principles of Jewish law. In adjudicating civil issues, some batei din conduct their proceedings in
a manner that is consistent with the requirements of secular arbitration law, so that their
rulings are legally binding and enforceable in the secular court system.

Who Can Be On A Beit Din?

In the Orthodox community, a formal beit din is composed of three Jewish adult men, at least
one of whom is a rabbi, and the others of whom are Torah and mitzvah-observant Jews,
preferably knowledgeable about the particular matter that is being argued. The vast majority of
batei din are Orthodox.

However, the Conservative movement also convenes batei din, primarily for the purposes of
divorce and conversion. There are women who sit on these batei din, but they sometimes
recuse themselves from a beit din out of concern that if the divorce or conversion would ever
be contested by an Orthodox beit din it could be overturned because a woman was on the beit
din. In the Reform movement, batei din are only convened for conversions, and women are
accepted on these batei din.

Joys and Sorrows in Our Ahavat Achim Family

Please share your news, whether joyful or sad, so that it can be included in the Chatter. Send notices to
Mike Roteman at mrmike7777 @yahoo.com.

Yahrzeit Plaques

Commemorate a loved one by dedicating a yahrzeit plaque in his or her
memory at the Carnegie Shul. These beautiful plaques, mounted on the
sanctuary walls,arel i t o n t kyahrzkitpYeneKibpum amdedays
when Yizkor is recited. The names are also read aloud from the Bimah
during services on the Sabbath of the yahrzeit and on Yom Kippur. To
purchase a plaque, for only $175, please email Mike Roteman at
mrmike7777 @yahoo.com.

Shabbat Kiddush

Each Shabbat, after services, we join together to make Kiddush and Hamotzi
and to share a delicious repast. Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush as an
honorarium or a memoriam, for only $36. Your sponsorship will be
announced from the bimah and in the weekly Chatter. To sponsor a Kiddush,
please email to mrmike7777@yahoo.com.
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Doors open 6:30

The Hottuood Theater

1449 Potomac Avenue, Dormont
Free on-street parking after 6 pm

Jiee and; open to, the, public

Free popcorn and soda

Tor tickets;

Visit www.southhillsjewishpittsburgh.org
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A Program of Film Pittsburgh

It’s not just a baseball movie!

As Hitler invaded Europe, a young Jewish
baseball player, Hammerin’ Hank Greenberg,
challenged Babe Ruth’s homerun record and
became an American hero.

The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg is a
sometimes humorous and often nostalgic
documentary about how this Detroit Tiger
(and later Pittsburgh Pirate) became a beacon
of hope to American Jews, who faced bigotry
during the Depression and World War Il, and
how he became a genuine American hero.

“You don’t have to be Jewish to find it
thoroughly engrossing and rewarding.

You don’t even have to know baseball”
— Jay Carr, Boston Globe

Winner of
* The Peabody Award
* Critics Choice Award
* National Society of Film Critics Award
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